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This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching and
learning of Geography in Corpus Christi Primary School. This plan will form the basis of each
teacher’s long and short term planning in Geography and so will influence the teaching and
learning in individual classrooms. It will also inform teachers of our approaches and
methodologies in this subject area. This plan is aligned with the Primary Curriculum
Framework (2023) and the Social and Environmental Education Specification (NCCA, 2024),
within which Geography is situated as a core component. The plan was drafted in
consultation with our school staff, parents council and a children’s advisory panel. The policy
was reviewed between February and May 2026. A review of our Geography policy takes place
every two years. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all the teaching
staff.

Rationale

Geography is a valued part of the curriculum at Corpus Christi Primary School. Corpus Christi
P.S. recognises the Social and Environmental Education Specification (SEE) as a learning area
that supports children in understanding people, place, time and environment in an
interconnected way. Within SEE, History and Geography are taught in a complementary and
integrated manner, enabling pupils to develop a holistic understanding of human life and the
world they inhabit. It fosters appreciation for nature, recognition of diverse human
experiences, past and present, and emphasises interconnections between the human and
natural worlds.

We recognise that Geography is an integral part of the Social and Environmental Education
programme and as such is never an isolated aspect of it.

In Corpus Christi Primary School, we recognise that children learn best when they:
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e engage actively with their environment
e ask questions and investigate real-world issues
e connect new learning to their own lives and community

Our approach reflects the principles of the SEE specification by:

e valuing children’s voice, curiosity and agency
e supporting children to develop a strong sense of place and belonging
o fostering respect for diversity, sustainability and global interdependence

Corpus Christi will incorporate the study of home, local, national, large scale and global
environments over the course of the child’s school life.

Vision

In Corpus Christi P.S., we afford the children enriched, inclusive and engaged learning
experiences through creative, progressive & innovative approaches in implementing the
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Primary Curriculum. In planning for Geography, we want to develop our children’s knowledge,
skills and positive attitudes about places, people and issues. We start local and expand from
there to eventually encompass the whole world. We strive to enable each child to reach
his/her full potential. We will create opportunities for the children to learn, to experience
and to understand. Our children will be enabled to acquire geographical knowledge and skills
and apply them to everyday life. For our students, studying geography in C.C.P.S. should be
an enjoyable, creative and stimulating experience.

Our primary aim in teaching Geography within the Social and Environmental Specification is
to cultivate appreciation and respect in our children for the diversity and interdependence of
living and non-living things. We believe that developing this respect will breed an interest and
curiosity about the world, and a desire to understand and contribute positively to it through a
variety of means. By encouraging our children to behave responsibly to protect, improve and
cherish the environment at home here in Moyross, we ultimately aspire to see them becoming
agents for positive change in the broader world.

The aims of Geography Education are:

e To develop knowledge and understanding of local, regional and wider environments
and their inter-relationships;

e To encourage an understanding and appreciation of the variety of natural and human
conditions on the Earth;

e To develop empathy with people from diverse environments and an understanding of
human interdependence;

e To develop the ability to use a range of communicative methods, especially those
concerned with the development of graphics (mapping and other non-verbal, non-
numerical forms of data presentation);

To encourage the development of a sense of place and spatial awareness;

e To encourage the development of caring attitudes and responsible behaviour towards
the environment, and involvement in the identification, discussion, resolution and
avoidance of environmental problems;

e To develop an understanding of appropriate geographical concepts.

In line with the SEE specification, learning in Geography will support children to:

« explore and understand features of local, national and global environments

« investigate how people interact with and influence environments

e recognise patterns, connections and interdependence between places and
people

« develop spatial awareness and understanding of location and distribution

e engage in inquiry-based learning through observation, questioning and
investigation

o gather, analyse and communicate information using a variety of tools and
representations

o develop informed attitudes and values in relation to sustainability and
environmental care

Learning will progress over time as children:

o deepen their understanding
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o refine their skills
o apply their learning in increasingly complex contexts

SSE Specification Approach to Planning

Planning for Geography is guided by the principles of the SEE specification and is
based on:

learning outcomes rather than content coverage
children’s interests, questions and experiences

progression in skills, concepts and understanding
integration across curriculum areas Social and Environmental

Education Specification

. . - For Primary and
Teachers design learning experiences that: Special ch00|5

begin with the child’s local environment
build on prior knowledge

encourage inquiry and investigation
allow for flexibility and responsiveness

Progression
Learning is planned across a continuum, supporting children to:
e develop awareness — deepen understanding — apply learning
Progression is evident in:
e increasing complexity of thinking
e greater independence in inquiry
e more sophisticated use of language and representation
Integration
Geography is taught as part of an integrated SEE approach, where children explore:
e people and communities
e place and space
e environmental awareness and sustainability
Learning experiences are often thematic and connected across:
e History

e Science
e SPHE
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e Literacy and Numeracy
Planning for Learning
Teachers plan using:

e learning outcomes

e children’s questions and ideas

e opportunities for inquiry and investigation

Planning includes:

e opportunities for exploration and discussion

e hands-on experiences and fieldwork

e use of local environment as a key resource

e integration of digital tools and visual resources
Content

Each teacher is familiar with the content for all class levels and there is continuity and
progression throughout the school. As a staff we decided on topics to be covered in each
class to avoid repetition and overlap. Occasionally a topic may be covered in a certain class
informally or at the discretion of the class teacher.

kills and Concept Development

Geographical skills development is treated with equal importance to content knowledge.

The geographical skills and concepts will be developed as work is completed on the strand
and strand units listed under each class. The topics to explore in Geography and the
knowledge to be acquired by the pupils provide the context within which children will develop
geographical skills and concepts. The geography curriculum will be taught using activity
based learning and self-discovery to facilitate the use and development of geographical skills.

The strategies used by each class to develop the child’s skills and concept development are
under the three headings:

e A sense of place and space
e Maps, globes and graphical skills
e Geographical investigation skills

A Sense of Place...what it looks like when you’re teaching.

The things that make Moyross distinctive & special so that memories and
emotions can be built up about it?

Who lives here and what do they do? / Who works here and what do they do? / What
facilities are there? / What is it like to be a child here? / What social strengths or problems
does Moyross have? / What events have happened here?
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A Sense of Space...what it looks like when you’re teaching.

Locational information about where & why things are situated in relation to each
other.

Knowing routes from place to place and visualizing what would be passed along the way /
Knowing that Thomond Park/ King John’s Castle etc. are near the school/ Identifying bus
stops and routes / Knowing what types of homes are in the area etc.

Maps, Globes & Graphical Skills

Understanding, Using & Creating
Using maps to develop understanding and graphical skills

Geographical Investigation Skills

Observing Predicting
Estimating and Measuring Analysing Recording and Communicating

Geographical Investigation Skills
Questioning

Observing

Predicting

Investigating and experimenting
Estimating and measuring
Analysing

Recording and Communicating

VVVVVYVYVYVYY

A sense of place and space: A sense of place
» Become aware of, explore and discuss some of the distinctive human and natural
features of the locality.
> Develop some awareness of people and places in other area.

A sense of place and space: A sense of space

» Discuss and record the relative location of familiar human and natural features in the
locality.

» Discuss and record in simple ways journeys to and from places in the immediate
environment home, play spaces, school and classroom, shops, other locations

» Refer to or use simple directions within home, classroom and school settings give
directions to another room in the school.

» A sense of space will also be developed in maths during spatial awareness activities.

Maps, globes and graphical skills: Picturing places
» Record areas in the immediate environment and places in stories using
simple picture maps, models and other methods.
> Explore the outlines and plans of small everyday items
» Develop some awareness of maps and if possible aerial photographs of limited areas
in the locality.
Explore directions in the classroom using simple signpost maps.
Identify land and sea on maps and globes.
Use maps of Ireland and the globe to develop an awareness of other places.

YV V

Green Schools Initiative

Incidental projects linked to our Green schools initiative — the LEAF Project (2025-2027) will
be embedded into geography lessons across all class levels during the school year.
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Each class will investigate, at varying levels, local environmental features, biodiversity, and
land use through fieldwork, mapping, and observation activities.

Pupils will take part in practical actions such as planting, habitat creation, litter audits, and
weather recording to support real-world learning.

Findings will be shared through displays, presentations, and digital projects, encouraging
collaboration between classes.

These activities will strengthen pupils’ understanding of sustainability while helping the whole
school work together toward our Green schools goals.

School Garden

Our school garden provides a rich, hands-on context for developing pupils’ geographical
understanding through real-life exploration of the local environment. Through planting,
growing, and harvesting, children gain practical insight into seasonal change, food
production, and sustainable use of resources. Investigating soil types within the garden helps
pupils understand how soil composition affects plant growth and connects directly with
broader studies of land use and natural environments. The garden also supports learning
about biodiversity, as pupils observe insects, birds, plants, and micro-habitats and recognise
the importance of protecting living things. By caring for the garden, children develop respect
for the environment and an appreciation of their role as responsible stewards of the Earth.
This experiential learning fosters curiosity, environmental awareness, and a strong sense of
place within the local landscape.

Human Rights Week

Once a year during Human Rights Week, human rights education will be embedded into
geography lessons across all class levels. Based on the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, the children will have the opportunity to develop an awareness of their rights at an
age-appropriate level.

Teacher Planning/ Preparation + Reporting

Teachers will plan using the whole school Geography plan and the curriculum objectives
suited to each class level. Strands and strand units will be used to create term schemes of
work. Strand units and objectives planned will be listed in fortnightly schemes and those
achieved recorded in the Cuntas Miosuil. Integration with other subjects will be taken into
account while planning.

¢ Planning for Geography is done on a long & short term basis.

e Teachers plan according to year group and share responsibilities amongst themselves
in advance of lessons.

e Strands/ Strand Units/ Skills Development and Teaching Methodologies should be
recorded on the monthly Cuntas Miosuil.

The following headings are necessary when planning for Geography:

Long-Term Planning Short-Term Planning
Strands Strands and Strand Units
Strand Units Content Objectives

e How they will be achieved
Content Objectives Skills Development
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e How they will be achieved
Skills Development New Vocabulary
Methodologies Differentiation

Integration/Linked Themes Assessment
e Teacher Observation/ Teacher Designed Tasks and
Tests
e Student Self-Evaluation

1 UTC
In Corpus Christi Primary School, we recognise that the child’s initial ideas must be explored
if they are to form a starting point for learning. We use the children’s ideas of place and
space and personal knowledge and experiences as a starting point for all geography activities.
This will help enormously to see what preconceived ideas the child may have. It is also useful
as an assessment tool at the end of a unit to see if there has been any progression.

Suggested approaches include:

¢ Brainstorming + Concept Mapping
Questioning + Think, Pair, Share .
KWL Charts + Before/ After drawings v D, (S R Y O, D=
Annotated drawings > N
Talk and discussion

: Skt o ok G e i

Sample Geography Mind Map
Teaching and Learning

In Geography class teachers strive to:

e Design activities which help pupils answer the geographical questions such as: - Where
is it? What is it like? How has it changed? How will it change next? What will happen
to it? How might it be better? What can be done? How do I feel? What am I
learning?

e Share with pupils what they are expected to learn and how to learn it.

e Provide a variety of learning activities that are used regularly including observation,
enquiry, investigation, games, puzzles and problem-solving.

e Encourage pupils to critically evaluate information, ideas and different viewpoints.

e Encourage pupils to describe, explain, predict and evaluate geographical patterns,
processes and environmental changes.

e Plan for pupils to make and use maps, to research through atlases and globes
regularly, in order to locate places being studied and make use of models for
exploration.

e Provide plenty of opportunity for pupils to work individually, in pairs or groups.

e Encourage discussion so that pupils clarify their thinking.

e Provide pupils with regular feedback about their work and about what they need to do
next in order to improve and further understand.

e Use assessment, through teacher observation, correction of pupils’ work and the use of
focused questions to determine the pupils knowledge and understanding, before,
during and after units of work.

e Expect pupils to record their work in a variety of ways, including diagrams,
illustrations, pictures, letters, posters, annotated drawings and maps, reports and
accounts. As appropriate, pupils make oral presentations of their work.
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Approaches and methodologies

The key methodologies of the Primary Curriculum are used as part of our Geography
programme. These include:

Real-life exploration of the local environment
Integrated fun activities
Active learning
Problem solving
Developing skills through content
Talk and discussion
Co-operative learning
Use of the environment
Collaborative learning
Interviews and surveys
Fieldwork
Story
e Learning through Play
Furthermore, we recognise the central role of imagery/ photography in teaching Geography
and Project Based Learning is valued as a methodology in which children are supported in
solving their own questions through an array of curricular subjects.

Our Geography teaching aims to meet the needs of all the children in the school. This will be
achieved by teachers varying their pace, content and teaching methodologies to ensure
learning for all pupils. This will be recorded in the teacher's yearly notes. The requirements of
children with special needs will be taken into account when planning class lessons and related
activities. The SNA supports particular children and groups as directed by the class teacher.
Children benefit from participating, watching and listening to other children demonstrating
and explaining their ideas. A pupil whose difficulties are severe or complex may need to be
supported with peer pairing, extra help from the class teacher, or, at times, one to one with
the SET Teacher. More able pupils will have the opportunity to take the research options to a
further level or be given a group leader role with extra responsibility. Teachers will involve all
pupils through differentiation.

We are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to learning. Each child is
valued, respected and challenged regardless of ability, race, gender, religion, social
background, culture or disability.

Assessment and record keeping

Geography Assessment is more than just a checklist of content-based facts. It's a way of
thinking that can only be assessed by a teacher’s observation of how the children react to
different situations. Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning. Assessment may
be based upon teachers’ judgements of pupil attainment and progress. It is built in to the
planning of learning experiences and clearly related to the learning outcomes that are
proposed. Assessment activities will be wide ranging and matched to the pupils’ ability. It
will be differentiated by task or by outcome, through appropriate support and resource
provision. Pupils will be encouraged to evaluate their own work as this is a most beneficial
learning progression.

Teachers should therefore employ a range of assessment techniques, including:
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e Short, informal observations that put forward a teacher’s observations on the child’s
development of Skills & Attitudes.
e Strategic collection of work samples and child self-assessment to support observations.

Timetable

The time allocated to teaching of Geography for infant classes is 45 minutes per week and for
all other classes, First — Sixth Class one hour per week.

Resources and ICT

Corpus Christi Primary School uses many resources in our area, school based resources and
artefacts we have purchased for use in the classroom. Pupils are facilitated to become aware
and knowledgeable of the subject area and to explore it in a “hands on” way. Pupils will also
discover how to be active citizens, both in school and at home in relation to each theme of
the Geography programme. Individual teachers keep resources including reference books,
globes, maps, photographs and posters in their classrooms which they share with fellow
teachers as required. Each classroom and the learning support room has full internet access
to use many of the recommended websites.

Health and Safet

In their planning of activities, teachers will anticipate likely safety issues. They will also
explain the reasons for safety measures and discuss any implications with the children. When
undertaking Geographical activities, children will always be encouraged to consider safety for
themselves, others and the environment and the resources they use. (See health and safety
policy). During fieldwork, teachers should be aware of the safety implications of any work
being undertaken and children should be encouraged to observe safety procedures during all
tasks. The following is a summary of safety issues in the different strands of the curriculum:
e Outdoor work should be based in areas that are accessible and safe. A preliminary visit by
teachers should be used to identify any possible hazards.

e When working with plants and animals, pupils should wear gloves to protect from allergic
reactions.

¢ Children should wash their hands after handling animals, plants or soil.

e Prior to engaging in any outdoor work the children and teacher should discuss how they will
care for the animals and plants they may collect.

e Children should draw up their own conservation code before working in the outdoor
environment.

aff Development

The Geography curriculum is implemented by the individual class teachers. There is frequent
co-operation and sharing of ideas, approaches, methodologies and resources amongst the
staff. Teachers are informed via the staff Aladdin System and local Education centre of any
upcoming professional development courses in Geography.
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We encourage parental involvement in the formation of our school policies. Draft policies are
provided to the Parent’s Association so parents are given the opportunity to contribute. The
Board of Management and the Parents Association are given draft copies of our policies and
plans and bring them to the attention of the wider community. We encourage parental
involvement particularly when a parent has a skill or interest they wish to share. Parents
help with other aspects of the geography curriculum when they are asked to do so.
Occasionally thematic projects and events are facilitated within the school e.g. Fairtrade
Fortnight Events and competitions and many Greenschools events. Also, on occasion
members of the community come to the school to share their knowledge and support the
school’s geography programme.

We will use the following criteria to assess the success of this plan:

How will we know the plan is implemented?

e Our yearly and classroom planning is based on the Whole School Plan.

e There is a balance between skills and content.
How has the plan achieved its aims?

e Evidence that pupils are engaging in studies at an age-appropriate level.

e Inspectors’ report and suggestions

e Teacher and Parent feedback

e Children’s feedback

Discussion and agreement by our school staff in relation to the headings on the grid below
have provided an overview of the geography programme throughout the school, in order to
promote continuity and progression and minimise unnecessary overlap and duplication.

Junior Infants

¢ Homes (In Moyross and
elsewhere) -

Identify each room, items that

belong each room,

Observing and discussing images

of different types of houses.

Describing different rooms in our

homes and their functions.

Strand: Human Environments | Natural Environmental
County/ Environments Awareness and
Country Strand Units and suggested Care
Study Topics/Activities

e My Family and Community e Weather - e (Caring for my
My My family, roles of people in my | Observing and Locality -
Locality family, discussing images and | Things I can do -

videos of weather
conditions and
environmental
features associated
with winter.
Identifying suitable
clothes for Onion to
wear in winter.
Looking at how people
celebrate Christmas in

caring for clothes,
toys and other
possessions
keeping home and
surroundings clean
and tidy caring for
living and non-
living things in the
locality things we
can do together
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Homes jigsaw activity for
different rooms in our house.
The students will draw different
rooms in a house to make up a
house jigsaw.

e Our School

Discussing classroom play areas
and their function

Observing and discussing an
image of a messy classroom
Keeping the classroom and our
play areas clean and safe
Cleaning the classroom role play
activities.

Observing and discussing images
of a school scene.

Drawing a picture of their new
school.

Powerpoint about our school and
the different place in our school
Walk around our school

Taking pictures of our school
Making Around our school
display with the pictures taken.

e Other buildings near the
school - church, community
centre

Visit church, visit community

centre - who works there

e People who work in the
local community -

Garda, Caretaker, Nurse,

Breakfast club leaders, Priest,

Farmer, shopkeeper etc

Discussing where milk comes

from and a farmer’s role in

producing it.

Whole class sequencing the story

of milk using large sequencing

cards.

Creating story of milk books

using sequencing cards in pairs.

Drawing things we use milk for

every day.

Investigating which foods grow

in autumn and why.

Colouring a picture of autumn

foods and farming.

Discussing the Supermarket-

Where do we buy food, what

would we buy in a supermarket,

other parts of the
world.

Recording and
describing weather
daily.

The local natural
environment: School
Grounds - games we
play, where we line up
etc.

e Planet Earth in
space

Day/Night - Activities

Sun, Moon, Stars

keeping
classroom, school
and play spaces
clean, tidy and
safe disposing of
litter
appropriately,
Recycling
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Colouring the things we would
find in a supermarket.

Senior Infants

County/ Strand: Human Natural Environmental
Country Environments Environments Awareness and
Study Care
e Strand Units and

suggested

Topics/Activities
Moyross/ ¢ My Family and My e The Natural e Caring for my
Limerick Community Environment Locality - caring

My place in my family and in
my community -

St. Patrick’s Day parade,
Easter Egg Hunt, Halloween
Disco - the people in the
community who organise and
plan the events

¢ Homes

The builder

Long ago and now

Parts of the house-Circle the
mistakes

Homes from long ago

Draw your home

On my way home - trail

e School -

View from my, classroom
window, Our School-Plants and
animals, Tour of the school,
Map of the

school,

Journeys - routes to school,
transport in my community
Point to Limerick on a map of
Ireland

e People at play
Play spaces

-at home

-at school

-in the locality

-in other places

Friendship
Games we can play together

e People at work

Nature trail- search
for signs of Autumn -
acorns, conkers etc.
Investigate the
changes that occur in
autumn (leaves/
weather/ clothes)
What will I wear?
Day time / Night time
Use of photographs,
pictures, posters and
presentations

The woods in Autumn
8Halloween - Map of
trick or treating
journey (Our local
area)

All animals need a
home (www)
Investigate and
explore the places
where different
animals live

Investigate seasonal
patterns — Autumn,
Spring, Summer,
Winter

Community Walk -
what do you see

e Planet Earth in
Space
associate different
happenings and
activities with day
time and night time

for my
classroom,school,
home
Reuse, Recycling-
What/why do we
recycle
Going to the
recycling centre

Caring for animals:
Pets
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Local community- Jobs in local
community: Shopkeeper,
teachers, librarians (Visit from
someone working in the area)
*At work/work places (sm)
*Town-Builder

*Countryside- Farm

e People and places in
other areas
Rhodi from Zambia (wow)

Homes around the world
(www)

The Chen Family (wow)

The Arctic

-Native people- Inuit
Friendships with people in
other places

Book: Handa’s Surprise
Penpal- writing to a child in
another school and finding out
their hobbies and interests.

e Weather
Experiments based on
weather, Illustrate
different types of
weather.

Weather watch:
record weather for a
week

*Keeping warm in
cold weather -
clothes, heating
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1t Class
e County/ e Strand: Human e Natural e Environmental
Country Environments Environments Awareness and Care
Study
e Strand Units Strand Units Strand Units
e Ireland Living in the local The Local Natural Caring for My
e Asian community Environment Locality
Country/ | Learning Outcomes Learning Learning Outcomes
Countries Outcomes » identify, discuss and
- India Develop some » Identify, explore appreciate the
Or Spain awareness of people and discuss natural and human

living in other areas and

of the links between
them and the local
community

Homes - Our homes,

homes around the
world - develop
awareness of

homelessness

Observing objects with
aerial perspective -
Bird’s eye view

Looking at maps

My family and
community

» Explore and
discuss his/her
role and that of
others in the
family, school
and local
community.

» Become aware
of and learn to
value the
diversity of
people who live
in the local
community and
the contribution
they make.

» Begin to
recognise the
interdependence
of individuals
and groups in
the local
community.

aspects of some
major natural
features in the
local
environment.

> Observe,
discuss and
investigate
water in the
locality.

> Observe, collect
and investigate
a variety of
natural
materials in the
local
environment.

> Record and
communicate
experiences and
observations
using simple
drawings, plans,
displays,
models and
sketches.

The Weather

» Observe and
record varying
weather
conditions using
appropriate
vocabulary and
simple
equipment.

» Begin to
associate cloud
cover and other
conditions with

features of the local
environment

» observe and
develop an
awareness of living
things in a range of
habitats in local and
wider environments

» observe similarities
and differences
among plants and
animals in different
local habitats

> develop an
awareness that air,
water, soil, living
and non-living
things are essential
to the environment

» begin to realise that
people, animals and
plants depend on
each other

> realise that there is
both an individual
and a community
responsibility for
taking care of the
environment

> identify, discuss and
implement simple
strategies for
improving and
caring for the
environment

» identify and help to
implement simple
strategies for
protecting,
conserving and
enhancing the
environment
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A theme will be chosen each month to guide and integrate learning across all subjects.

Where possible geography will be integrated through these themes to maximise learning
opportunities where appropriate.

1%t Class Monthly Themes
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January: Play
February: Places
March: Spring
April: Transport
May: Food
June: Summer
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2"d Class

County/ Country
Study

e Strand: Human
Environments

e Strand Units

e Natural
Environments

Strand Units

Environmental
Awareness and
Care

Strand Units

e Moyross/Limeric
k

e Mediterranean
Country/
Countries (Italy,
Greece, Malta,
Cyprus etc.)

e Australasian
Country/
Countries
(Australia, New
Zealand, Fiji
etc.)

Living in the local
community
Learning Outcomes

Develop some awareness
of people living in other
areas and of the links
between them and the
local community

Homes - Our homes,
homes around the world
- develop awareness of
homelessness

Observing objects with
aerial perspective - Bird’s
eye view

Looking at maps

My family and
community

» Explore and
discuss his/her
role and that of
others in the
family, school and
local community.

» Become aware of
and learn to value
the diversity of
people who live in
the local
community and
the contribution
they make.

» Begin to recognise
the
interdependence
of individuals and
groups in the local
community.

The Local

Natural

Environment

Learning

Outcomes

» Identify,
explore and
discuss
aspects of
some major
natural
features in the
local
environment.

> Observe,
discuss and
investigate
water in the
locality.

> Observe,
collect and
investigate a
variety of
natural
materials in
the local
environment.

> Record and
communicate
experiences
and
observations
using simple
drawings,
plans,
displays,
models and
sketches.

The Weather

> Observe and
record varying

Caring for My
Locality
Learning
Outcomes

> identify,
discuss and
appreciate
the natural
and human
features of
the local
environment

> observe and
develop an
awareness
of living
things in a
range of
habitats in
local and
wider
environment
S

> observe
similarities
and
differences
among
plants and
animals in
different
local
habitats

> develop an
awareness
that air,
water, soil,
living and
non-living
things are
essential to
the
environment
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Homes and shelter

» Recognise that
people live in a
variety of homes.

> Describe his/her
home, its location
and surroundings.

> Record some of
these features
using simple
drawings, plans,
displays, models
and sketches.

» Investigate
materials used to
construct homes
and identify
materials of local
origin.

> Discuss and record
simple journeys to
and from homes.

» Develop an
awareness and
appreciation of
different types of
homes in the
locality and in
other areas.

» Develop an
awareness of
homelessness

People at Work

» Investigate the
work of people in
a range of
locations in the
locality.

» Investigate the
work of people
involved in
transport and
communications.

» Discuss and record
simply the
buildings and
places where
people work,
especially those in
the locality.

» Discuss and record
simple journeys to
work places.

weather
conditions
using
appropriate
vocabulary
and simple
equipment.

» Begin to
associate
cloud cover
and other
conditions
with different
types of
weather.

» Begin to make
and test
simple
weather
predictions.

> Identify ways
in which
weather
influences the
lives of
people.

> Observe and
record the
influences
weather and
seasonal
changes have
on people,
animals and
plants in the
locality.

» Contrast
weather in the
locality with
that in other
areas.

Planet Earth in
Space
» Recognise the
sun as a
source of heat
and light.
> Identify the
sun, the
moon, stars,
day and night.
» Develop
familiarity
with the

» begin to
realise that
people,
animals and
plants
depend on
each other

> realise that
there is both
an individual
and a
community
responsibilit
y for taking
care of the
environment

> identify,
discuss and
implement
simple
strategies
for
improving
and caring
for the
environment

> identify and
help to
implement
simple
strategies
for
protecting,
conserving
and
enhancing
the
environment
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» Become aware of
the work of people
in other areas who
supply food and
other products to
us.

People at Play

» Appreciate the
roles of people
who help at play.

» Describe location
and features of
play spaces.

> Discuss, and
record simply,
journeys to and
from play spaces.

People and places in
other areas

» Become familiar
with some aspects
of the lives of
peoples and
especially of
children in Ireland,
Europe and other
areas.

» Appreciate ways in
which people in
different areas
depend on one
another and on
people living in
other parts of the
world.

spherical
nature of the
Earth.

Mapping route to
areas in community
My Towns and Other
Towns

Food and Work-
employment
Halloween Traditions
Journeys (Mapping
journey to school)
Journeys (Journeys
around the world)

Trees and
Seasons

Water in the
Environment
Weather and
Rainbows

The Water Cycle
Irish
Landscapes/bog,
mountains rivers,
lakes

Pollution
Observing
immediate
environment
and natural
features -hills,
roads,
pathways,
fields, school,
trails

Arctic Animals

Homes/Homelessness | ¢ Migration Caring for
Electricity at home e The Seasons Moyross- Litter,
Jobs in the e Natural Materials valuing
community e Earth, Moon and infrastructure -
Transport Sun buildings,

The Shopping Centre | e Soil playground
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The Story of
Chocolate

Countries around The
World - Different
Cultures (and
landscapes - link to
physical geography)
The Arctic
China/Chinese New
Year

St. Patrick’s Day
Around the World
Shrove Tuesday
Around the World
Christmas Around the
World

Limerick Northside -
focus on buildings/
settlement/
infrastructure/mappin
g /services
Photographs — past
and present

People and Places in
other areas
Appreciation of
different types of
homes in the locality

Mapping
Directions

At the Seaside
Arctic Weather
Mountains
Mediterranean
Countries/
Australian
Countries

The local natural
environment —
Moyross
Community Park
Irish
Provinces/countie
S

At the Seaside

Seaside Safety
Planting trees
and flowers
Developing the
Corpus Christi
school garden,
learning about
soil and plants
and how to care
for them
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A theme will be chosen each month to guide and integrate learning across all subjects.
Where possible geography will be integrated through these themes to maximise learning
opportunities where appropriate.

2" Class Monthly Themes

Theme

September: Me & My Local Area

October: Autumn/Halloween

November: Space

December: Christmas/Feasts and Festivals
January: Wintertime

February: Air

March: Spring/St Patrick

April: Easter/Caring for the Sick
May: Water

June: Holidays/Summer
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3rd Class

County/
Country
Study

Strand: Human
Environments

Strand Units

e Natural
Environments

¢ Strand Units

e Environmental

Awareness and
Care

e Strand Units

Scandinavian
Country/
(Norway,
Sweden,
Finland)

Egypt
Australia

People living and

working in the local

area and People
living and working
in a contrasting
part of Ireland

Learning Outcomes
(People and
communities)
(Natural
environmental

features and people)
(Settlement: homes
and other buildings)

> Explore,

investigate and
come to appreciate
the major features
of the built
environment in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland

(People at Work)
» Explore and

investigate,
especially through
practical studies, a
small number of
the common
economic activities
of people in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland

(Transport and
communications)

» Become aware of
forms of transport
and transport
routes in the
locality and in a

contrasting part of

Ireland

> The Local
Natural
Environment

Learning

Outcomes

» Identify, explore
and discuss
aspects of some
major natural
features in the
local
environment.

» Estimate
distances and
establish cardinal
directions during
the exploration of
these features

> Observe and
explore ways in
which these
features have
affected the lives
of plants, animals
and humans

» Investigate the
ways in which
these features
have been used
by humans and
the changes
which have
occurred as a
result

e Land, rivers and
seas of my
county

» Become familiar
with the names
and locations of
some major
natural features
in the county

e Environmental

awareness
Learning Outcomes

» Identify, discuss
and record aspects

of local natural and
human
environments
which are
considered
attractive or
unattractive
Identify the
interrelationships
of living and non-
living elements of
local and other
environments
Develop some
awareness of the
types of
environment which
exist in Ireland and
other parts of the
world

Become aware of
the Earth’s
renewable and
non-renewable
resource
Recognize how the
actions of people
may have an
impact on
environments
Recognize and

investigate human
activities which
may have positive
or adverse effects
on local and wider
environments
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> Become familiar

with the
communication
methods available
Investigate work
of people involved
in transport and
communications.

People and
communities
» Learn about and

come to appreciate
and respect the
people and
communities who
live and work in
the locality and in
a contrasting part
of Ireland

Settlement: homes
and other buildings
> Explore,

investigate and
come to appreciate
the major features
of the built
environment in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland

Natural environmental
features and people
» Become aware of

the natural
features in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland and their
relationship to the
lives of people
living in these
places

People at work
» Explore and

investigate,
especially through
practical studies, a
small number of
the common
economic activities

» Develop some
familiarity with
the relationship of
these features
with each other
and with
elements of the
built environment
such as roads,
bridges, towns
and cities

> Rocks and soils

> Observe, collect
and examine
different soil
samples in the
immediate and
other
environments

» Sort and group
constituent
materials in
samples

» Compare and
contrast
materials,
focusing on
certain criteria

» Begin to explore
influence soils
and rocks on
animal and plant
life

> Weather,
climate and
atmosphere

Weather
observations

» Use simple
equipment to
observe and
record weather
phenomena

» Record and
display simple
weather
observations in
systematic way
using graphs,
charts and
common

Come to
appreciate the
need to conserve
the Earth’s
resources

Caring for the
Environment
Examine a number
of ways in which
local and other
environments
could be improves
or enhanced
Identify and
discuss a local,
national or global
environmental
issue

Realise that there
is a personal and
community
responsibility for
taking care of and
conserving
environments
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of people in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland

Transport and
Communications

>

Become aware of
forms of transport
and transport
routes in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland

Become familiar
with the
communication
methods available
Investigate work
of people involved
in transport and
communications.

People and other
Lands

Study some
aspects of the
environments and
lives of people in
one location in
Europe and one
location in another
part of the world
Develop an
awareness of the
interdependence of
these people and
people in Ireland
Begin to develop a
sense of belonging
to local, county,
national, European
and global
communities

County, regional
and national
centres

Become familiar
with the location
and names of
urban areas in the
county, some of
their important

meteorological
symbols

» Use analysis of
weather
recordings to
begin to associate
simple
descriptions of
clouds, amount of
cloud cover, wind
direction and
other conditions
with particular
types of weather;
make and test
weather
predictions

» Compare
temperatures
indoors and
outdoors, in
shade and
sunlight, on
different sides of
the same
building, and
explore reasons
for differences

Weather and

climate

» Study weather
variations during
the year and their
influence on
plants, animals
and humans

> Begin to
appreciate the
importance of
solar energy for
the Earth

» Develop some
awareness of
weather and
climate patterns
and their
relationships with
plant, animal and
human life in
some
environments in
other parts of the
world
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buildings, factories
and other features

» Develop some
knowledge of the
relative location of
the county and its
neighbouring
counties

» Become familiar
with the location
and names of a
few of the larger
towns and cities in
Ireland

» Collect and record
weather lore from
the locality

e Planet Earth
in space

> Observe,
describe and
record the
positions of
the sun when
rising and
setting and
the changing
lengths of day
and night
during the
seasons

» Investigate
shadows,
directions and
sunlight

> Understand
the
importance of
sunlight for
plants and
animals

» Begin to
understand
the influence
of the sun on
weather and
atmospheric
conditions

» Become aware
of the dangers
of sunlight for
skin and
eyesight

Suggested Topics
Our local community -
who?

Changing communities -
refugees, migrants,
people commuting to
work

Homes in our area and
homes around the world
Natural environmental
features and people
People at work -

The story of Bread -
different people involved

Suggested Topics
Cardinal Directions
Planning and
mapping journeys
Distance between
towns
Limerick v
Ballybunion (for
example)

The River Shannon
Provinces of Ireland
Counties of Ireland
Mountains of Ireland
Life at the Seaside

Suggested Topics
Observe beauty of
plant and animal life
buildings, walls and
other features places
which people enjoy or
do not like in our local
community - reasons
for these preferences
Planting and
enhancing the school
garden
Litter clean up day of
action
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Fairtrade - The story of
coffee/chocolate/Bananas
How we travel - choices

Looking at bogland -
peat, biodiversity
Climate v weather

How to enhance our
community - the
playground, cycle

- effect of transport on Observe and record lane, etc

the environment weather - Need to conserve
Fairtrade Predicting the energy
Australian People weather Discuss Global
Egyptians - case study Identify different warming -

People at work - Food
and Farming

The Food We Eat -
Traceability

Food and Work-
employment

types of clouds
Extreme weather
North Atlantic Drift
and it's effect on
Ireland climate
The Solar System

Greenhouse effect —
consequences - how
can we combat the
issue

Recycle and re — use
materials

Transport The importance of
Journeys the sun for life on Natural Habitats -
Jobs in the earth locally and around the

community/Limerick
(factories)

Countries around The
World - Different
Cultures (and landscapes
- link to physical
geography)
Scandinavian countries -
Norway, Sweden,
Denmark

Egypt

St. Patrick’s Day Around
the World

Christmas Around the
World

Limerick County - focus
on buildings/ settlement/
infrastructure/mapping
/services

Surrounding counties
around Limerick

world - protection of
Biodiversity in our
locality and around
the world

A theme will be chosen each month to guide and integrate learning across all subjects.
Where possible geography will be integrated through these themes to maximise learning
opportunities where appropriate.

3rd Class Monthly Themes

Theme

September: Myself and My Family
October: Changes

November: Materials

December: Christmas

January: World War 2
February: Forces/Egypt

March: Ireland

April: Ireland

May: Sound
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| June: | Sound
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4th Class

County/
Country Study

e Strand: Human
Environments

e Strand Units and

e Natural
Environments

e Strand Units and

Environmental
Awareness and
Care

> Become aware
of forms of
transport and

» Develop some
familiarity with the
relationship of

suggested suggested e Strand Units
Topics/Activities Topics/Activities |
e North e People living and | > The Local ¢ Environmental
America/Canada working in the Natural awareness
European local area and Environment
Country(Ukraine) People living and Learning
working in a Learning Outcomes | Outcomes
contrasting part » Identify, explore
of Ireland and discuss » Identify, discuss
aspects of some and record
Learning Outcomes major natural aspects of local
(People and features in the natural and
communities) local environment. human
(Natural » Estimate distances environments
environmental and establish which are
features and people) cardinal directions considered
(Settlement: homes during the attractive or
and other buildings) exploration of unattractive
> Explore, these features > Identify the
investigate and » Observe and interrelationships
come to explore ways in of living and
appreciate the which these non-living
major features features have elements of local
of the built affected the lives and other
environment in of plants, animals environments
the locality and and humans » Develop some
in a contrasting | » Investigate the awareness of the
part of Ireland ways in which types of
(People at Work) these features environment
» Explore and have been used by which exist in
investigate, humans and the Ireland and
especially changes which other parts of
through practical have occurred as a the world
studies, a small result > Become aware of
number of the the Earth’s
common e Land, rivers and renewable and
economic seas of my non-renewable
activities of county resource
people in the » Become familiar » Recognize how
locality and in a with the names the actions of
contrasting part and locations of people may have
of Ireland some major an impact on
(Transport and natural features in environments
communications) the county » Recognize and

investigate
human activities
which may have
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transport routes
in the locality
and in a
contrasting part
of Ireland

> Become familiar
with the
communication
methods
available

» Investigate work
of people
involved in
transport and
communications.

People and
communities
» Learn about and

come to
appreciate and
respect the
people and
communities
who live and
work in the
locality and in a
contrasting part
of Ireland

Settlement: homes
and other buildings
> Explore,

investigate and
come to
appreciate the
major features
of the built
environment in
the locality and
in a contrasting
part of Ireland

Natural

environmental

features and people

» Become aware

of the natural
features in the
locality and in a
contrasting part
of Ireland and
their relationship
to the lives of

these features with
each other and
with elements of
the built
environment such
as roads, bridges,
towns and cities

Rocks and soils
Observe, collect
and examine
different soil
samples in the
immediate and
other
environments

Sort and group
constituent
materials in
samples

Compare and
contrast materials,
focusing on certain
criteria

Begin to explore
influence soils and
rocks on animal
and plant life

Weather, climate
and atmosphere

Weather
observations

» Use simple

equipment to
observe and record
weather
phenomena

Record and display
simple weather
observations in
systematic way
using graphs,
charts and
common
meteorological
symbols

Use analysis of
weather recordings
to begin to
associate simple
descriptions of
clouds, amount of

positive or
adverse effects
on local and
wider
environments
Come to
appreciate the
need to conserve
the Earth’s
resources

Caring for the
Environment
Examine a
number of ways
in which local
and other
environments
could be
improves or
enhanced
Identify and
discuss a local,
national or
global
environmental
issue

Realise that
there is a
personal and
community
responsibility for
taking care of
and conserving
environments
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people living in
these places

People at work

» Explore and
investigate,
especially
through practical
studies, a small
number of the
common
economic
activities of
people in the
locality and in a
contrasting part
of Ireland

Transport and
Communications

» Become aware
of forms of
transport and
transport routes
in the locality
and in a
contrasting part
of Ireland

> Become familiar
with the
communication
methods
available

» Investigate work
of people
involved in
transport and
communications.

e People and
other Lands

» Study some
aspects of the
environments
and lives of
people in one
location in
Europe and one
location in
another part of
the world

» Develop an
awareness of the
interdependence
of these people

cloud cover, wind
direction and other
conditions with
particular types of
weather; make
and test weather
predictions

» Compare
temperatures
indoors and
outdoors, in shade
and sunlight, on
different sides of
the same building,
and explore
reasons for
differences

Weather and

climate

» Study weather
variations during
the year and their
influence on
plants, animals
and humans

» Begin to appreciate
the importance of
solar energy for
the Earth

» Develop some
awareness of
weather and
climate patterns
and their
relationships with
plant, animal and
human life in some
environments in
other parts of the
world

» Collect and record
weather lore from

the locality

e Planet Earth
in space

> Observe,
describe and
record the

positions of the
sun when rising
and setting and
the changing
lengths of day
and night
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and people in
Ireland

Begin to develop
a sense of
belonging to
local, county,
national,
European and
global
communities

County,
regional and
national
centres
Become familiar
with the location
and names of
urban areas in
the county,
some of their
important
buildings,
factories and
other features
Develop some
knowledge of
the relative
location of the
county and its
neighbouring
counties
Become familiar
with the location
and names of a
few of the larger
towns and cities

in Ireland

during the
seasons

» Investigate
shadows,
directions and
sunlight

> Understand the
importance of
sunlight for
plants and
animals

» Begin to
understand the
influence of the
sun on weather
and
atmospheric
conditions

» Become aware
of the dangers
of sunlight for
skin and
eyesight

Suggested Topics
My school
community -
meaning of
community -
working together
Mapping and

planning - birds eye

view

Looking at the
clothing industry in
Ireland and around
the world

Suggested Topics
Cardinal Directions
Planning and mapping
journeys
Distance between
towns
Planning a field trip-
recording and using
compass
Irish Rivers
Provinces of Ireland
Counties of Ireland
Mountains of Ireland
Life at the Seaside

Suggested Topics

Planting and
enhancing the
school garden
Exploring
Biodiversity in our
school grounds
Litter clean up day
of action

How to enhance our
community - the
playground, cycle
lane, etc
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e Farming in Ireland Looking at biodiversity
- past and present | in our environment

Climate v weather
Influence of the
weather on the
seasons and plants
and animals -
weather patterns in
other parts of the
world

Extreme weather
Observe and record
weather -
Predicting the weather
Identify different
types of clouds
Looking at soils and
rocks — Types of soil
and rock in Ireland
Forestry and
Deforestation in
Ireland and in other
parts of the world
The Solar System -
the planets in space
The importance of
the sun for life on
earth

Need to conserve
energy

Discuss Global
warming -

Climate change -
causes of climate
change Greenhouse
effect -
consequences -
how can we combat
the issue

Recycle and re -
use materials
Renewable sources
of Energy

Natural Habitats -
locally and around
the world -
protection of
Biodiversity in our
locality and around
the world

A theme will be chosen each month to guide and integrate learning across all subjects.

4th Class Monthly Themes

Theme

September: Myself and My School
October: Farming

November: Ancient Rome

December: Christmas

January: Native Americans/Canada
February: Sound

March: Ireland

April: Water

May: Materials

June: Ukraine
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5th Class

County/
Country
Study

e Strand: Human
Environments

e Strand Units

e Natural
Environments

e Strand Units

Environmental
Awareness and
Care

Strand Units

Great
Britain
Antarctica

e People living and
working in the local
area and People
living and working
in a contrasting part
of Ireland

Learning Outcomes

People and
communities

>

learn about and
come to appreciate
the peoples and
communities who
live and work in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland

people who live and

work in these areas
how people in
these areas depend
on each other

Natural environmental
features and people

>

become aware of
the natural features
in the locality and
in a contrasting
part of Ireland and
their
interrelationship
with the lives of
people living in
these places
major natural
features, flora and
fauna
interrelationship of
these features and
the lives and work
of people (e.g.

e The local
natural
environment

Learning Outcomes

> investigate and
learn about the
main natural
features in the
locality and
county
physical
processes which
have shaped or
altered the
feature (e.g.
erosion by water
or ice) of
features such as
streams, rivers,
lakes, hills,
drumlins,
valleys,
mountains,
lowlands,
beaches,
shorelines, cliffs,
bays, headlands

> observe and
develop simple
understanding of
the links
between these
features
marsh or bog
between
drumlins
erosion of
coastline and
resulting
beaches
run-off and
drainage
patterns in the
locality
(e.g. drains in

Environmental
awareness

Learning Outcomes

e explore some
examples of the
interrelationship
of climate,
natural
features, flora,
fauna and
human life in
different
environments in
Ireland and in
some of the
main climatic
regions of the
world
in locality
ecosystem of
tree, hedgerow,
stream in
Ireland
boglands,
mountains,
Burren, rivers in
other areas
rainforest,
grasslands,
desert, tundra

> recognise and
investigate
aspects of
human activities
which may have
positive or
adverse effects
on
environments
of the Earth's
renewable and




CORPUS CHRISTI PRIMARY SCHOOL - TIREOLAIOCHT

lakes used as
tourism attraction,
river supplying
power, mountains
influencing
farming)

changes to natural
environments and
their causes

People at work

> explore and

investigate,
especially through
practical studies,
one or more of the
important economic
activities of people
in the locality and
in a contrasting
part of Ireland

1) Food and
farming

changes in Irish
agriculture (e.g.
mechanisation, new
technologies,
environmental
issues, markets,
land use)

sale and
distribution of farm
produce)

2) Forestry
location factors for
forests

3) Fishing

location of fishing
areas, types of fish
caught workers on
fishing boats and
on shore
development of
fishing industry
4)Services

a service or
services available
in the area

(e.g. postal service,
banking, local
authority, library
services, health
services, retailing,
power and energy

the school yard,
street or
farmland linked
to tributaries,
rivers and flood
plains)

investigate the
influence of
these features
on plants and on
the lives of
animals and
people

range of flora
and fauna
homes,
economic
activities,
transport,
communications
become aware of
the ways in
which people,
animals and
plants have
exploited and/or
altered these
features

water collection
and supply,
power
generation
mining, removal
of peat, farming,
tourism.

Land, rivers
and seas of
Ireland

become familiar
with the names
and locations of
some major
natural features
in Ireland
mountain
ranges, rivers,
lakes, bays,
headlands,
islands

become familiar
with the

non-renewable
resources

> foster an
appreciation of
the ways in
which people
use the Earth's
resources
mining, fishing,
forestry,
agriculture
using wind,
water, fossil
fuels or nuclear
energy to
generate power
using the
environment for
leisure activities
processing raw
materials in
manufacturing

> come to
appreciate the
need to
conserve the
Earth's
resources.

Caring for the
environment

» examine a
number of ways
in which local
and other
environments
could be
improved or
enhanced

> identify and
discuss a local,
national or
global
environmental
issue
an issue such as
an incident of
pollution
suggestions for
environmental
enhancement
global warming
& ozone
depletion
deforestation,
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supply.

5) Tourism, leisure
and recreation
what makes place
attractive to
tourists

benefits and
disadvantages of
tourism

promotion of
tourism, leisure
and

recreation industry
in Ireland and
abroad.

Transport and
communications

> learn about the
methods of
transport and
transport routes in

the locality and in a

contrasting part of
Ireland
road, rail, air,
water, pipelines
(e.g. gas)

> become aware of
the advantages,
disadvantages and
roles of these
methods

> learn about the
available methods
of communication
postal and

telecommunications

electronic media
(e.g. satellites,
internet)

> become familiar
with the work of
people in these
activities.

e People and other
lands

The child should be
enabled to

e study some aspects

of the

relationship of
these features
with each other,
with elements of
the built
environment and
with significant
natural features
of Ireland
towns built near
rivers, harbours
in bays
links between
local stream and
major river

> understand
some of the
interrelationships
between these
natural features
and the lives of
plants, animals
and humans.

Strand units:
Physical features of
Europe and the
world

The child should be
enabled to

e learn about a
small number of
the major
natural features
of Europe
Alps, Rhine,
Mediterranean
Sea

become familiar with
the names and
approximate location of
a small number of
major world physical
features

major mountain ranges
(e.g. Rockies,
Himalayas), major
rivers (e.g. Nile,
Amazon), deserts (e.g.
Sahara, Great
Australian), continents,
oceans.

desertification :
investigate the
causes of the
issue or
problem
organise
collection of
paper,
aluminium cans
or other
materials for
recycling
compost waste
in the school
garden

become aware
of the need to
use energy
wisely in school
and at home

come to
appreciate
individual,
community and
national
responsibility
for
environmental
care

explore concept
of custodianship
and its
implications
become familiar
with concept of
sustainable
development
appreciate the
need to protect
environments
for present and
future
inhabitants.
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environments and
lives of people in
one location in
Europe and one
location in another
part of the world
location of these
areas

peoples and
communities that
live there
language(s)

art and culture,
customs and
traditions clothes
play and pastimes,
leisure interests
population growth
or decline

some major
features of the
natural
environment
interrelationships of
the lives of people
and

these features
homes and
settlements
settled and
nomadic lifestyles
major cities (e.g.
cities in European
or other countries)
shanty towns
work and work-
places (e.g.
farming or other
primary producers,
industry, services,
tourism)

transport and
communications
similarities and
differences
between these
places and Ireland
trade, historic and
other links these
peoples have with
Ireland

develop an
increasing
awareness of the

e Rocks and soil
Rocks

e collect and
identify some
common rocks in
the locality

e identify and
explore the use
of stone in
building and
other human
activities,
especially in the
locality

e develop simple
understanding of
the structure of
the Earth, using
terms such as
core, mantle,
crust, plates of
the crust, lava
flow, volcano,
earthquake

learn about the
characteristics of some
common rock types
and where they may be
found in Ireland and in
other parts of the world
become aware of major
rock groups (i.e.
igneous, sedimentary
and metamorphic) and
some common rock
types (e.g. granite,
limestone, marble)

e Weather,
climate and
atmosphere

Weather and climate

> explore weather
patterns over
the year in the
locality using a
variety of
graphical and
analytical skills
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interdependence of
people in these
places and people
in Ireland

learn to value and
respect the
diversity of peoples
and their lifestyles
in these areas and
other parts of the
world

become aware of
various ethnic,
religious and
linguistic groups of
peoples in Ireland,
Europe and the
wider world

develop a sense of
belonging to local,
county, national,
European and
international
communities.

County, regional
and national
centres

become aware of
the location of the
counties of Ireland,
some of their towns
and cities; the
origins and
geographical
significance of their
place-names
identify some of
their important
buildings, features,
facilities, parks,
work-places

learn of the
movement of
people to and/or
from these centres
become familiar
with the names,
locations and some
well-known
features of the

>

begin to
appreciate the
difference
between climate
and weather
develop some
awareness of
weather patterns
in other parts of
Ireland and
factors
influencing
climate in the
locality and in
Ireland

altitude, distance
from sea,
distance from
Equator,
prevailing winds,
aspect

explore the
relationships
between climatic
factors and
aspects of
building
construction
shelter, aspect,
sunlight,
insulation,
weathering
become aware of
the
characteristics of
some major
climatic regions
in different parts
of the world
explore the
relationship of
climate to plant,
animal and
human life

The
atmosphere

develop simple
understanding of
some
atmospheric
features

nature of the
atmosphere,
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Trade

capital cities of the
European Union.

Trade and
development
issues

> explore, through

the study of some
major world
commodities, trade
issues
commodities used
by people in
Ireland (e.g.

sugar, tea, coffee,
bananas, rubber,
oil)

where and how
they are produced
environment where
they are produced
work of people who
produce these
products

trading of these
products
manufacturing, sale
and distribution in
Ireland

terms of trade, fair
or unfair trade
conditions

or Development and

aid

> come to appreciate

the inequalities
between the
developed and the
developing world
explore some of
the issues and
problems
associated with aid
effect on recipients,
appropriate
technology
acquire some
knowledge of the

properties of air
global wind
movements,
storms and
weather
disasters

the water cycle
atmospheric
pollution.

e Planet Earth in
space

The Earth and the
sun

e oObserve and
record the
positions of the
sun when rising
and setting and
at different times
of the day

e observe the
changing lengths
of day and night
during the
seasons

e understand the
importance of
sunlight as a
source of energy
for plants and
animals

e become aware of
the influence of
the sun on
atmospheric
conditions

e become aware of
the dangers of
sunlight for
eyesight and
skin

The Earth, moon and
solar system

> recognise that
the Earth, its
moon, the sun,
other planets
and their
satellites are
separate bodies
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origins, work and
Irish involvement
in some major
international
organisations
United Nations High
Commission for

and are parts of
the solar system
> develop a simple
understanding of
the
interrelationship
of these bodies,

Refugees (UNHCR) including day
major non- and night and
governmental seasonal
organisations movements
(NGOs) (e.g.
Trocaire, Red
Cross).

Buildings and Features of a River

communities —
homes/homelessness
Services in our
communities

A look at Trade and
development issues -
A look at the Fishing
industry in Ireland and
in another country
Transport and
Communications -
Various modes of
Transport — effect on
the environment
People at Work:
Tourism (Airport/ local
factories/businesses)
People living and
working in the Burren
A closer look at Great
Britain

A Closer look at
Antartica

- Rivers of Ireland
and the world
Closer look at the
Burren -
biodiversity

Natural Disasters -
Volcanoes,
Earthquakes etc.
Longitude and
Latitude, Co-
Ordinates
Provence’s,
Counties and county
towns in Ireland
Mountain Ranges in
Ireland

Rocks and soils —
Various types of
rocks and soils in
Ireland and how to
identify them
Climate, weather
and Atmosphere -
Factors influencing
climate and weather

Climate Change -
What is it, what
effects it, how can
we combat or
prepare for climate
change

Recording weather
The Earth - layers

The Fishing
Industry -
biodiversity

Natural resources -
Renewable and Non
Renewable
Sustainable Energy
Caring for our
environment — RRR
School Garden -
learn how to care
for plants and how
to enrich soil for
planting

Pollution -
River/Marine
Pollution
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A theme will be chosen each month to guide and integrate learning across all

subjects.

Where possible geography will be integrated through these themes to maximise
learning opportunities where appropriate.

5t Class Monthly Themes

Month Theme

September King Midas

October Flight

November The Famine

December Christmas All Around the World
January Antarctica

February World War II

March & April Ireland

May & June Tourism
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6" Class

County/
Country
Study

Strand: Human
Environments

Strand Units

e Natural

Environments

¢ Strand Units

Environmental
Awareness and
Care

Strand Units

Greece
North
America
Northern
Ireland

People living and
working in the local
area and People
living and working
in a contrasting
part of Ireland

Learning Outcomes

People and
communities

> learn about and
come to
appreciate the
peoples and
communities who
live and work in
the locality and in
a contrasting part
of Ireland
people who live
and work in these
areas
how people in
these areas
depend on each
other

Natural environmental
features and people

> become aware of
the natural
features in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland and their
interrelationship
with the lives of
people living in
these places
major natural
features, flora and

e The local
natural
environment

Learning Outcomes

> investigate and
learn about the
main natural
features in the
locality and
county
physical
processes which
have shaped or
altered the
feature (e.g.
erosion by
water or ice) of
features such as
streams, rivers,
lakes, hills,
drumlins,
valleys,
mountains,
lowlands,
beaches,
shorelines,
cliffs, bays,
headlands

> observe and
develop simple
understanding
of the links
between these
features
marsh or bog
between
drumlins
erosion of
coastline and
resulting
beaches
run-off and
drainage

Environmental
awareness

Learning Outcomes

e explore some
examples of the
interrelationship
of climate, natural
features, flora,
fauna and human
life in different
environments in
Ireland and in
some of the main
climatic regions of
the world
in locality
ecosystem of tree,
hedgerow, stream
in Ireland
boglands,
mountains,
Burren, rivers in
other areas
rainforest,
grasslands,
desert, tundra

> recognise and
investigate
aspects of human
activities which
may have positive
or adverse effects
on environments
of the Earth's
renewable and
non-renewable
resources

> foster an
appreciation of
the ways in which
people use the
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fauna
interrelationship of
these features and
the lives and work
of people (e.g.
lakes used as
tourism attraction,
river supplying
power, mountains
influencing
farming)

changes to natural
environments and
their causes

People at work

> explore and

investigate,
especially through
practical studies,
one or more of the
important
economic activities
of people in the
locality and in a
contrasting part of
Ireland

1) Food and
farming

changes in Irish
agriculture (e.g.
mechanisation,
new technologies,
environmental
issues, markets,
land use)

sale and
distribution of
farm produce)

2) Forestry
location factors for
forests

3) Fishing

location of fishing
areas, types of fish
caught workers on
fishing boats and
on shore
development of
fishing industry
4)Services

a service or
services available
in the area

patterns in the
locality

(e.g. drains in
the school yard,
street or
farmland linked
to tributaries,
rivers and flood
plains)

investigate the
influence of
these features
on plants and
on the lives of
animals and
people

range of flora
and fauna
homes,
economic
activities,
transport,
communications
become aware
of the ways in
which people,
animals and
plants have
exploited and/or
altered these
features

water collection
and supply,
power
generation
mining, removal
of peat,
farming,
tourism.

Land, rivers
and seas of
Ireland

become familiar
with the names
and locations of
some major
natural features
in Ireland
mountain
ranges, rivers,
lakes, bays,

Earth's resources
mining, fishing,
forestry,
agriculture
using wind, water,
fossil fuels or
nuclear energy to
generate power
using the
environment for
leisure activities
processing raw
materials in
manufacturing

> come to
appreciate the
need to conserve
the Earth's
resources.

Caring for the
environment

» examine a
number of ways in
which local and
other
environments
could be improved
or enhanced

> identify and
discuss a local,
national or global
environmental
issue
an issue such as
an incident of
pollution
suggestions for
environmental
enhancement
global warming &
ozone depletion
deforestation,
desertification :
investigate the
causes of the
issue or problem
organise collection
of paper,
aluminium cans or
other materials
for recycling
compost waste in
the school garden
become aware of
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(e.g. postal
service, banking,
local authority,
library services,
health services,
retailing, power
and energy
supply.

5) Tourism, leisure
and recreation
what makes place
attractive to
tourists

benefits and
disadvantages of
tourism
promotion of
tourism, leisure
and

recreation industry
in Ireland and
abroad.

Transport and
communications

>

learn about the
methods of
transport and
transport routes in
the locality and in
a contrasting part
of Ireland

road, rail, air,
water, pipelines
(e.g. gas)

become aware of
the advantages,
disadvantages and
roles of these
methods

learn about the
available methods
of communication
postal and
telecommunication
S

electronic media
(e.g. satellites,
internet)

become familiar
with the work of
people in these
activities.

headlands,
islands

» become familiar

with the

relationship of
these features
with each other,
with elements

of the built
environment
and with
significant

natural features

of Ireland

towns built near
rivers, harbours

in bays

links between
local stream and

major river
» understand
some of the

interrelationship
s between these
natural features
and the lives of
plants, animals

and humans.

Strand units:

Physical features of

Europe and the
world

The child should be
enabled to

e learn about a

small number of

the major

natural features

of Europe
Alps, Rhine,

Mediterranean

Sea

become familiar with

the names and

approximate location
of a small number of
major world physical

features
major mountain

ranges (e.g. RockKies,

the need to use
energy wisely in
school and at
home

come to
appreciate
individual,
community and
national
responsibility for
environmental
care

explore concept of
custodianship and
its implications
become familiar
with concept of
sustainable
development
appreciate the
need to protect
environments for
present and future
inhabitants.
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People and other
lands

The child should be
enabled to

study some
aspects of the
environments and
lives of people in
one location in
Europe and one
location in another
part of the world
location of these
areas

peoples and
communities that
live there
language(s)

art and culture,
customs and
traditions clothes
play and pastimes,
leisure interests
population growth
or decline

some major
features of the
natural
environment
interrelationships
of the lives of
people and

these features
homes and
settlements
settled and
nomadic lifestyles
major cities (e.g.
cities in European
or other countries)
shanty towns
work and work-
places (e.g.
farming or other
primary producers,
industry, services,
tourism)

transport and
communications
similarities and
differences
between these
places and Ireland

Himalayas), major
rivers (e.g. Nile,
Amazon), deserts (e.g.
Sahara, Great
Australian),

continents, oceans.

e Rocks and soil
Rocks

e collect and
identify some
common rocks
in the locality

o identify and
explore the use
of stone in
building and
other human
activities,
especially in the
locality

e develop simple
understanding
of the structure
of the Earth,
using terms
such as core,
mantle, crust,
plates of the
crust, lava flow,
volcano,
earthquake

learn about the
characteristics of some
common rock types
and where they may
be found in Ireland
and in other parts of
the world

become aware of
major rock groups
(i.e. igneous,
sedimentary and
metamorphic) and
some common rock
types (e.g. granite,
limestone, marble)

e Weather,
climate and
atmosphere
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trade, historic and
other links these
peoples have with
Ireland

develop an
increasing
awareness of the
interdependence
of people in these
places and people
in Ireland

learn to value and
respect the
diversity of
peoples and their
lifestyles in these
areas and other
parts of the world
become aware of
various ethnic,
religious and
linguistic groups of
peoples in Ireland,
Europe and the
wider world

develop a sense of
belonging to local,
county, national,
European and
international
communities.

County, regional
and national
centres

become aware of
the location of the
counties of
Ireland, some of
their towns and
cities; the origins
and geographical
significance of
their place-names
identify some of
their important
buildings,
features, facilities,
parks, work-places
learn of the
movement of

Weather and
climate

>

explore weather
patterns over
the year in the
locality using a
variety of
graphical and
analytical skills
begin to
appreciate the
difference
between climate
and weather
develop some
awareness of
weather
patterns in
other parts of
Ireland and
factors
influencing
climate in the
locality and in
Ireland
altitude,
distance from
sea, distance
from Equator,
prevailing
winds, aspect
explore the
relationships
between
climatic factors
and aspects of
building
construction
shelter, aspect,
sunlight,
insulation,
weathering
become aware
of the
characteristics
of some major
climatic regions
in different
parts of the
world

explore the
relationship of
climate to plant,
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Trade

>

people to and/or
from these centres
become familiar
with the names,
locations and
some well-known
features of the
capital cities of the
European Union.

Trade and
development
issues

explore, through
the study of some
major world
commodities,
trade issues
commodities used
by people in
Ireland (e.g.
sugar, tea, coffee,
bananas, rubber,
oil)

where and how
they are produced
environment
where they are
produced

work of people
who produce these
products

trading of these
products
manufacturing,
sale and
distribution in
Ireland

terms of trade, fair
or unfair trade
conditions

or Development and

aid

>

come to
appreciate the
inequalities
between the

animal and
human life

The
atmosphere

develop simple
understanding
of some
atmospheric
features
nature of the
atmosphere,
properties of air
global wind
movements,
storms and
weather
disasters

the water cycle
atmospheric
pollution.

Planet Earth in
space

The Earth and the

sun

observe and
record the
positions of the
sun when rising
and setting and
at different
times of the day
observe the
changing
lengths of day
and night during
the seasons
understand the
importance of
sunlight as a
source of
energy for
plants and
animals
become aware
of the influence
of the sun on
atmospheric
conditions
become aware
of the dangers
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developed and the
developing world

> explore some of
the issues and
problems
associated with aid
effect on
recipients,
appropriate
technology

» acquire some
knowledge of the
origins, work and
Irish involvement
in some major

of sunlight for
eyesight and
skin

The Earth, moon
and solar system

> recognise that
the Earth, its
moon, the sun,
other planets
and their
satellites are
separate bodies
and are parts of

international the solar

organisations system

United Nations > develop a

High Commission simple

for Refugees understanding

(UNHCR) of the

major non- interrelationship

governmental of these bodies,

organisations including day

(NGOs) (e.g. and night and

Trécaire, Red seasonal

Cross). movements
African Trade and e The Structure of Energy (Renewable
Country/ Development Issues the Earth and Non-Renewable)
Countrie (Famine) e Ordnance Survey Storms, Weather and
S Modern Industry in Maps Disasters
(Nigeria, Ireland e Mountainous The Amazon
Egypt, The Pencil - A Global Terrains around the Rainforest -
South Story - Industry world - Biodiversity -
Africa Multiculturalism in e Rivers, lakes, Deforestation and its
etc.) Ireland mountains and effects on the
Western A closer look at the seas of Ireland environment -
European Retail Industry in e The Sun and the Natural resources -
Country/ Ireland Seasons - tilt of Renewable and Non
Countrie A look at the Postal the sun affects Renewable
S and Healthcare length of day, Forms of sustainable
(France, system in Ireland shadows Energy
Spain, Cities around the e Lunar/solar eclipse Caring for our
Germany world connected with | e Recording weather environment -
, the Easter Rising e Extreme weather - Reduce/Reuse/Recycl
Portugal 1916 Causes (Global e
etc.) Differences between Warming) School Garden -

developed and
developing Countries
- Aid Agencies
Fairtrade

South America

learn how to care for
plants and how to
enrich soil for
planting
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e Northern Ireland e Pollution - Air

e Greece Pollution -
causes/How can we
combat air pollution

A theme will be chosen each month to guide and integrate learning across all
subjects.

Where possible geography will be integrated through these themes to maximise
learning opportunities where appropriate.

6" Class Monthly Themes

Month Theme

September Women’s Rugby World Cup Project
October Our Solar System
November Ireland’s changing Landscape
December The Importance of Air
January Ancient and Modern Greece
February Exploring Terrain

March & April Cycles of life

April Celebrating Diversity/1916
May War

June Sound

Roles and Responsibilities

All the teachers are responsible for the implementation of the Geography curriculum in their
own classrooms. Teachers will be encouraged to present feedback during reviews of the
Geography whole school plan. The plan will be monitored on an ongoing basis by all staff.

Timeframe, Monitoring and Review

This plan has been reviewed between February and May 2026 where updates and
revisions were made as necessary to reflect the new Primary Curriculum Framework
(2023) and the Social and Environmental Education Specification (NCCA, 2024). All
staff was involved in the review of this policy. A Children’s Advisory Panel, the
Parents’ representatives on the Parents’ Association and the Board of Management
will be involved in its continued development and review. All staff will be involved in
monitoring this Geography Policy. A further review will take place during the school
year of 2028/20209.

A copy of this Geography policy will be posted in the Curricular Policy section on the
school website. This policy was reviewed by the Board of Management on June 8th,

2026

i g
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