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Corpus Christi Primary School 
 

Drama – Plean Scoile 
 

 
Introduction 
 
This document outlines the aims, principles and strategies for the teaching and learning of 
Drama in Corpus Christi Primary School. It forms the basis for long-term and short-term 
planning in Drama across all class levels and supports consistency, progression and 
coherence in practice throughout the school. 
 
This plan is aligned with the Primary Curriculum Framework (2023) and the Arts Education 
Specification (NCCA, 2024), within which Drama is situated as a core component of Arts 
Education. Drama is understood as a creative, collaborative and expressive process through 
which children explore identity, relationships, emotions, culture and the world around 
them. 
 
 Under the new Arts Education Specification, Drama is no longer treated as a standalone 
subject policy only. It must now clearly show alignment with: 
• Arts Education as an integrated learning area 
• Creative processes  
• Agency, voice, identity and wellbeing 
• Cultural responsiveness & inclusion 
• Progression across phases Infant classes → Senior classes ) 
• Assessment as learning, not just of learning 
 
The implementation of this plan is the responsibility of all teaching staff. The plan informs 
classroom practice, whole-school planning and professional collaboration. It was reviewed 
by staff, parents and pupil between February and May 2026 and will be reviewed on a 
cyclical basis in line with the Primary Curriculum Framework (2023). 
 
 
 
Rationale 
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Drama is a valued and integral part of the curriculum at Corpus 
Christi Primary School. We believe that Drama makes a unique 
contribution to the holistic development of the child by providing 
meaningful opportunities to explore experiences, ideas, 
emotions and social situations in a safe and imaginative context. 

Through Drama, children develop confidence, empathy, 
communication skills, creativity and critical thinking. Drama 
supports learning across the curriculum and enables children to 
make sense of their own lives and the lives of others. This plan 
seeks to consolidate and further develop current good practice in Drama across the school 
while ensuring alignment with the updated curriculum framework for Arts Education. 

Drama learning in our school is informed by: 

• the interests, backgrounds and needs of the children 
• the opportunities provided by the local and wider community 
• the Primary Curriculum Framework and Arts Education Specification 
• the skills, interests and expertise of staff 

 
 
 
Vision 
 
In Corpus Christi Primary School, we aim to provide enriched learning experiences through 
creative, progressive and inclusive approaches to curriculum implementation. Drama 
education forms part of a balanced Arts Education programme that supports the 
intellectual, emotional, social, creative and cultural development of every child. 
Drama learning places the child as an active participant and meaning-maker. Through 
Drama, children explore identity, relationships and real-life issues, develop empathy and 
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resilience, and experience a sense of belonging and agency. Drama also supports wellbeing 
and positive self-expression, particularly for children experiencing disadvantage or 
additional challenges. 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The primary aim of Drama education in Corpus Christi Primary School is to foster 
appreciation, respect and engagement with the creative arts process. 
In line with the Primary School Curriculum Framework 2023 and the Arts Education 
Specification, Drama aims to: 

• enable the child to become drama literate 
• support the transition from imaginative 

play to structured drama and theatre 
• develop the child’s ability to engage 

physically, emotionally and intellectually 
in fictional contexts 

• promote empathy, collaboration and 
problem solving 

• develop communication, social and 
interpersonal skills 

• support the exploration of real-life 
themes drawn from the child’s 
experiences and from other curricular 
areas 

• develop an understanding of dramatic 
structures, conventions and genres 

• encourage reflection on Drama 
experiences and texts 

• support the development of critical 
awareness of meaning, values and 
messages in drama texts 

Drama learning is planned in, through and about Drama, enabling children to create, 
perform, respond and reflect as part of an ongoing creative process. 
 
 
 
Broad Objectives 
 
 
When due account is taken of individual abilities and circumstances, the Drama curriculum 
should enable the child to: 

• enter physically, emotionally and imaginatively into fictional contexts 
• develop empathy and understanding of others 
• express ideas, feelings and experiences in a supportive environment 
• develop adaptability, spontaneity, imagination and creativity 



 	CORPUS	CHRISTI	PRIMARY	SCHOOL		-	DRAMA	
 

• cooperate with others in planning, creating and sustaining Drama 
• explore conflict and problem solving through Drama 
• develop confidence in assuming roles and perspectives 
• explore unfamiliar material to deepen understanding 
• recognise patterns, themes and meanings in Drama 
• integrate Drama with learning across the curriculum 
• begin to appreciate plot, character and theme 
• develop awareness of values and messages within Drama texts 
• reflect critically on Drama experiences and learning 
• develop the ability to enter physically, 

mentally and emotionally into the fictional 
drama context and discover its possibilities 
through cooperation with others  

• develop empathy with and understanding 
of others and the confidence needed to 
assume a role or character  

• experience and create an atmosphere 
where ideas, feelings and experiences can 
be expressed, where conflict can be 
handled positively, and life situations 
explored openly and honestly 

• develop personal adaptability, 
spontaneity, the ability to co-operate, 
verbal and non-verbal skills, and 
imagination and creativity, in order to 
ensure that the drama text reflects real life 
in a fresh and valid way 

•  develop the ability to decide what course is likely to lead to significant drama action 
•  develop the ability to steer the drama towards areas that are likely to lead, through 

whatever genre, to insights in to the subject matter to be explored  
• develop the ability to co-operate with others in solving, out of role, the problems 

that are presented in making the drama 
• use drama to explore actively the human aspect of all learning as a means of 

curricular integration  
• become aware of subtexts, which manifest themselves involuntarily, in drama and in 

life 
•  begin to develop, through active story-making in drama, an appreciation of plot and 

theme so that these can form the basis of an understanding of drama literature and 
how it relates to text-making in a specific time and place  

• begin to be able to discern the covert or overt messages in drama texts, ranging 
from advertising to Shakespeare, through becoming aware of how values and 
attitudes are woven into drama  

• begin to develop the ability to assess critically the validity of the meanings hidden in 
drama texts and what can be learned from them. 
 

Curriculum Planning 
 



 	CORPUS	CHRISTI	PRIMARY	SCHOOL		-	DRAMA	
 

Strands and Creative Processes 

Drama learning is structured through the strands of the Drama curriculum and aligned with 
the creative processes of Arts Education. 

The strands of the Drama curriculum are: 

• Exploring and Making Drama 
• Reflecting on Drama 
• Co-operating and Communicating in Making Drama 

These strands align with the Arts Education creative processes of imagining, creating, 
collaborating, performing, responding and reflecting. 

Elements of Drama 

The elements of Drama underpin all Drama activity and include: 

• belief 
• role and character 
• action 
• place 
• time 
• tension 
• significance 
• genre 

Prerequisites for Drama 

Effective Drama learning requires: 

• meaningful content 
• a clear fictional context- The Fictional Lens 
• a safe and respectful learning environment 

 
 
 
Teaching and Learning 
 
Drama teaching in Corpus Christi Primary School is process-led and experiential. Learning 
experiences focus on exploration, collaboration and reflection rather than performance 
outcomes alone. 
A thematic approach is adopted in line with the Arts Education Specification of the Primary 
Curriculum Framework 2023, with strong integration across Gaeilge, English, Music, Physical 
Education, SPHE, SEE, Religion, Geography and History. Drama also supports the school’s 
literacy and wellbeing priorities. 
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Lessons typically include: 
• warm-up activities to build focus, confidence and trust 
• introduction of stimulus and context 
• exploration through selected Drama strategies 
• reflection through discussion, visual response or writing 

Teachers model belief in the Drama curriculum and support children in engaging sincerely 
with roles, characters and fictional situations. 
 
Elements in Drama: 
The teacher will develop the various elements in drama by concentrating on making these 
elements real and necessary in various different lessons using drama strategies. It is 
important for the teacher to model the drama as real.  
Elements  

ü Belief: Enter into the drama with full belief.  
ü Role and Character: Moving from role play into character. 
ü Action: Interaction within the drama.  
ü Place: How does real space and place represent the where the drama is taking place? 

Time: When the action takes place.  
ü Tension: How does tension drive the action forward?  
ü Significance: How the child relates to the drama. Genre (5th & 6th):  
ü Style of the drama. Naturalistic, absurd, tragic, comic, fantasy.  

Drama Strategies  
• Improvisation  
• Briefing 
• Hidden brief  
• Teacher in role  
• Visualisation  
• Mime to a narration  
• Conscience alley  
• Still Imaging  
• Thought tracking  
• Writing in role 
• Collective role  
• Role on the wall/Role on the floor  
• Character profiling  
• Collective Drawing  
• Defining the Space Diaries,  
• Letters, 
• Journals  
• Hot Seating Maps,  
• Diagrams 
• Sound tracking  
• Unfinished Materials  
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• Interviews  
• Meetings  
• Overheard conversations  
• Small group drama  
• Still Photographs/Video  
• Pause Telephone Conversations  
• Whole group drama Forum Theatre  
• Headlines 
• Re-enactments 
• Reportage 
• Conflicting Advice  
• Doubling  
• Magic Shop  
• Marking the moment  
• Moment of Truth  
• Mantle of the Expert 

 
 
Approaches and Methodologies 
 
Belief is central to all Drama and should be characterised by a willingness to believe in the 
Drama itself, sincerity in playing roles and characters, a willingness to accept the fictional 
consequences of Drama and a willingness to explore. Teachers will focus on the building of 
belief when beginning a new Drama activity.  
 
Content for Drama will come from life experience. It will be from something that the 
children have experienced, something that they have read, something that emerged in 
another subject area, a worry or concern that the teacher might have or something 
generally that the teacher wants them to explore.  
 
Teachers will carefully select a fictional lens for their chosen content. A character or story 
will be selected that the children will easily believe in, whose context will allow for the 
realisation of the content to be explored.  
 
Stimuli such as the following will be used in our school as starting points for the creation of 
a Drama.  
 × Story 
 × Poems 
 × Newspaper Captions 
 × Pictures 
 × Painting  
× Photographs 
 × Objects  
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Elements are used organically through the Drama. Belief will be built as roles/characters 
develop. Action, place and time will be developed as the Drama is framed in its fictional 
lens. The element of tension is the one which teachers will have to think about. Tension will 
often have to be injected e.g. by adding a mysterious character / secret / surprise / problem 
/ tension of time or urgency / limitations of space / temptation of a dare or a challenge / 
tension of inappropriate behaviour. In our school we recognise the usefulness of Drama 
strategies. 
 
 
Overview of Suggested Strategies for each Class Grouping 
 
Below is a table showing some suitable strategies for the class level. This is not an 
exhaustive list rather a suggestion. Teachers have the freedom to introduce other strategies 
that they might find useful for their own particular class or for a particular dramatic context 
in line with the Arts Education Component of The Primary School Curriculum 2023. 
 

Class Suggested Strategies 

Junior 
Infants 

• Defining the Space,  
• Still Images,  
• Teacher in Role, 
• Mimed Narration,  
• Whole Group improvisation, 
• Hot seating 

 
1st 
Class 
 
And 
 
2nd 
Class 

• Defining the Space 
•  Mimed Narration  
• Teacher in Role  
• Whole Group Improvisation  
• Still Images  
• Thought Tracking 
•  Paired Improvisation 
•  Improvisation in threes  
• Hot seating 

 
3rd 
Class  
 
 
 And 
 
 
 4th 
Class 

• Defining the Space 
•  Teacher in Role 
•  Mimed Narration 
•  Still Images 
•  Thought Tracking 
•  Improvisation in Pairs 
•  Briefing 
•  Conscience Alley 
• Whole Group Improvisation 
•  Small Group Improvisation 
•  Ritual 
•  Flashback/flash forward 
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5th 
Class 
 
And 
 
 
6th 
Class 
 

• Defining the Space 
•  Teacher in Role 
•  Mimed Narration 
•  Still Images 
• Thought Tracking 
•  Improvisation in Pairs 
•  Briefing 
•  Conscience Alley 
•  Whole Group Improvisation 
•  Small Group Improvisation 
•  Hot seating 
•  Ritual 
• Flashback/flash forward 

 
 
The safe environment is important for effective drama work to take place. In our school 
each class may develop a drama contract. To build confidence and further embed the safe 
environment, classes will play appropriate warm up games to develop various drama skills 
necessary for their drama work. Discussion about the contract and the safe environment 
may be included where appropriate both before and after the drama activity. We see 
reflection as being of vital importance to the drama process. We will strive to ensure that 
reflection takes place at the appropriate points in the drama experience. We will also strive 
for a balance of methods of reflection using discussion, writing, visual arts, speaking, 
listening, doing, & questioning. Presently each year, through the creative arts framework a 
school play is performed for the wider community. 
 
 
Teacher Planning/ Preparation + Reporting  
 
Teachers will plan using the whole school Drama plan and the curriculum objectives suited 
to each class level.  Strands and strand units will be used to create termly schemes of work. 
Strand units and objectives planned will be listed in fortnightly schemes and those achieved 
recorded in the Cuntas Míosúil.  Integration with other subjects will be taken into account 
while planning. 
 

• Planning for Drama is done on a long & short term basis.  
• Teachers plan according to year group and share responsibilities amongst 

themselves in advance of lessons.  
• Strands/ Strand Units/ Skills Development and Teaching Methodologies should be 

recorded on the monthly Cuntas Míosúil.  
 

The following headings are necessary when planning for Drama: 
 
Long-Term Planning      Short-Term Planning 

 
Strands Strands and Strand Units 
Strand Units Content Objectives 

• How they will be achieved 
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Content Objectives Skills Development 
• How they will be achieved 

Skills Development New Vocabulary 
Methodologies Differentiation 

 
Integration/Linked Themes Assessment 

• Teacher Observation/ Teacher Designed 
Tasks and Tests 

• Student Self-Evaluation 
 
Children’s Ideas 
 
In Corpus Christi Primary School, we ensure that the child’s voice is always heard and 
valued. Children’s ideas for the Drama curriculum form a starting point for learning.  This 
allows children to explore a wide range of topics, some of which in other circumstances may 
be too sensitive to introduce. The main focus of our drama curriculum is process drama, 
where pupils will explore topics as wide as life itself. Exploring these topics will involve 
pupils in such activities as: 
• The spontaneous making of drama scenes (improvisation) 
• Entering into other live and situations  
• Engaging with life issues, knowledge and themes through Drama  
• Honing and shaping drama scenes for the purpose of communicating them to others 
• Living through a story, making it up as they go along. 
• Solving problems in the real and fictional worlds, co-operating with others and pooling 

ideas  
• Thinking about and discussing the patterns in life so that the outcome of encounters 

and plots will reflect their perception of how life is or might be. All of this will take place 
at an age appropriate level for each child. Because drama is a holistic activity, it is 
difficult to separate the form from the content, the affective from the cognitive, and the 
social development from the personal. Nevertheless we believe that educational 
outcomes will derive from two main sources: 

• The knowledge and insights gained from bringing the child’s experience to bear on the 
examination of a particular aspect of life through drama 

•  The personal skills, social skills and drama skills that children gain when they enter 
effectively and create the world of drama. These skills are as natural to the child as 
playing, the teacher has only to act as facilitator pointing out possibilities of certain 
directions and avenues but leaving much of the responsibility for the exploration and its 
enjoyment, to the child. 
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Linkage and Integration 
 
Themes and topics will be chosen from various curricular areas. Linkage and Integration will 
take place through these themes and topics. Teachers will also look at the nature of the 
content, how the drama and what is to be learned can be matched, the appropriateness of 
the drama, sensitivity to the unexpected and spontaneous learning experiences when 
planning linkage and integration of SESE, English, Maths, Music, SPHE, PE and Visual Arts 
and the Ethical Curriculum 
 
 
Differentiation 
 
Our Drama teaching aims to meet the needs of all the children in the school. This will be 
achieved by teachers varying their pace, content and teaching methodologies to ensure 
learning for all pupils. This will be recorded in the teacher's yearly notes. The requirements 
of children with special needs will be taken into account when planning class lessons and 
related activities. The SNA supports particular children and groups as directed by the class 
teacher. Children benefit from participating, watching and listening to other children 
demonstrating and explaining their ideas.   A pupil whose difficulties are severe or complex 
may need to be supported with peer pairing, extra help from the class teacher, or, at times, 
one to one with the SEN Teacher.  More able pupils will have the opportunity to take the 
improvisations and script writing or filming to a further level. Teachers will involve all pupils 
through differentiation. 
 
 
 
 
Equality of participation and access 
 
We are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to learning.  Each child is 
valued, respected and challenged regardless of ability, race, gender, religion, social 
background, culture or disability. 

Sample Drama Scene Mind Map 
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Assessment and record keeping 
 
Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning.  Assessment may be based upon 
teachers’ judgements of pupil attainment and progress.   It is built in to the planning of 
learning experiences and clearly related to the learning outcomes that are proposed.  
Assessment activities will be wide ranging and matched to the pupils’ ability.  It will be 
differentiated by task or by outcome, through appropriate support and resource provision.  
Pupils will be encouraged to evaluate their own work as this is a most beneficial learning 
progression. 
 
Teachers should therefore employ a range of assessment techniques, including: 
 

ü  Teacher observation. 
ü Teacher designed tasks.  
ü Portfolios and projects (Document drama activities through collections of 

photographs, class films).  
ü Curriculum profiles in drama.  
ü Recording and communicating. 
ü Short recordings aired on the school Facebook page.  
ü Pupil profile cards 

 
Timetable 

 
Time will be allocated in blocks for specific aspects of arts education  according to the 
Primary Curriculum Framework (2023). Time can be blocked for project work when relevant. 
Discrete time can also be used for Drama. We aim to cover the three strands as equally as 
possible throughout the year.  This is not over-restrictive allowing for flexibility of individual 
teachers’, classes or project needs. 

 
 
Resources and ICT 
 
Corpus Christi Primary School uses many resources in our school. Resources include Drama 
books, basic props, suitable stimuli (music, poetry, stories, visual images, newspaper 
captions). Digital programmes such as Dabbledabbledoo Drama are also employed to 
promote creative expression. These are all found in the teachers’ individual classrooms. 
There are also large storage boxes of dressing up clothes available to all teachers; these 
include costumes for school and Christmas plays.  
A school digital camera and video recorder is available in the school for use with Drama 
A Microphone and speaker system and a Stage are also available.  
Each classroom and the learning support room has full internet access to use many of the 
recommended websites. 
 
Health and Safety 
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Teachers will consider the health and safety of the staff and children at all times. A safe area 
of space should be used for drama activities. Areas of space, props and objects should be 
checked for hazards before use. 
 
 
Staff Development 
 
The Drama curriculum is implemented by the individual class teachers.  There is frequent co-
operation and sharing of ideas, approaches, methodologies and resources amongst the 
staff. Teachers are informed via the staff Aladdin System and local education centre of any 
upcoming professional development courses in Drama and the Creative Arts. 
 
Parental Involvement/Community Links 
 
We encourage parental involvement in the formation of our school policies.  Draft policies 
are provided to the Parent’s Association so parents are given the opportunity to contribute.  
The Board of Management and the Parents Association are given draft copies of our policies 
and plans and bring them to the attention of the wider community.  We encourage parental 
involvement particularly when a parent has a skill or interest they wish to share.  Parents 
help with other aspects of the drama and creative arts curriculum when they are asked to 
do so.  On a regular basis thematic projects and events are facilitated within the school.  
Also on occasion members of the community come to the school to share their knowledge 
and support the schools creative arts programme. 
 
Commmunity links include the Hunt Museum, Limerick City and County Council, TUS, MIC, 
UL, Humanli, EI Electronics, Music Generation, The Learning Hub, and Moyross Youth 
Academy, who all actively support the Creative Arts Framework in Corpus Christi Primary 
School. 
 
Success Criteria 
 
We will use the following criteria to assess the success of this plan: 
 
How will we know the plan is implemented? 

• Our yearly and classroom planning is based on the Whole School Plan.   
• There is a balance between skills and content. 

How has the plan achieved its aims? 
• Evidence that pupils are engaging in drama and creative expression at an age-

appropriate level. 
• Inspectors’ report and suggestions 
• Teacher and Parent feedback 
• Children’s feedback 

Has the drama plan and creative arts framework prompted the key considerations when 
implementing  the creative arts programme? 

• Integrated themes are being developed, on occasion, across the school, using a 
whole school approach. 

• That the curriculum is spiral and developmental in its structure. 
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• Classes are exposed regularly to opportunities for creative expression 
• Procedures outlined in this plan are consistently followed throughout the school. 
• Development of oral expression and drama skills throughout the classes. 

 
 
Implementation 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
All the teachers are responsible for the implementation of the Drama curriculum in their 
own classrooms.  Teachers will be encouraged to present feedback during reviews of the 
Drama whole school plan.  The plan will be monitored on an ongoing basis by all staff. The 
Arts Education Focus Group will oversee the development and implementation of the XXXX 
 
Timeframe, Monitoring and Review 
 
This plan has been reviewed between February and May 2026 where updates and revisions 
were made as necessary to reflect the new Primary Curriculum Framework (2023) and the 
Arts Education Specification (NCCA, 2024).  All staff was involved in the review of this policy.  
A Children’s Advisory Panel, the Parents’ representatives on the Parents’ Association and 
the Board of Management will be involved in its continued development and review. All 
staff will be involved in monitoring this Drama Policy.  A further review will take place during 
the school year of 2028/2029. 
 
 
Ratification and Communication 
 
A copy of this Drama policy will be posted in the Curricular Policy section on the school 
website. This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on June 8th, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:                                                     Date:  June 8th, 2026 
             Chairperson of the Board of Management 
 
 
 
 
 

Signed:                     Date: June 8th, 2026 
 


