Corpus Christi Primary School

School Tours/Outings Policy

Introduction

At Corpus Christi Primary School, we believe that school tours and outings are an essential
part of our students' learning experience. This policy has been co-developed by students,
parents, teachers, and SNAs to reflect our shared commitment to safety, inclusion,
enjoyment, and learning beyond the classroom.

Our Shared Vision For School Tours

School trips and tours are carefully planned to ensure they are inclusive, age-appropriate,
and linked to the curriculum. Our goal is to create memorable experiences that support
learning, promote wellbeing, and strengthen the relationships between students, staff, and
families. All classes, from Junior Infants to 6th Class, participate in school trips and annual
tours.

School tours are typically organised in May and June. In addition to these annual tours,
students also benefit from a variety of other enriching outings throughout the school year.
These include trips to local sporting events, theatres, museums, galleries, universities, and
community initiatives. These shorter, curriculum-linked outings play a vital role in
broadening children’s horizons, connecting classroom learning to the real world, and
fostering a sense of community engagement and cultural appreciation.

Planning and Participation

Teachers and students collaborate in selecting tour venues that are educational, enjoyable,
and appropriate for the age and needs of each class. Parents and SNAs are consulted early in
the process and given all relevant information. We aim for a pupil-to-adult supervision ratio
of 10:1 to ensure safety and support throughout the day.



At Corpus Christi Primary School, we are committed to ensuring that every child has the
opportunity to participate fully in school tours and outings. Inclusive planning is a priority,
and all reasonable accommodations will be made to support children with additional needs.
SNAs play a key role in supporting individual students before, during, and after the tour to
ensure a positive and safe experience. Transport, venue access, sensory needs, and medical
or dietary requirements are considered in advance in collaboration with families and support
teams. No child will be excluded from a tour due to additional needs or financial hardship.

Venue Selection

Venues are chosen with the following considerations:

e Suitability for the class age group and curriculum links

e Accessibility for students with additional needs

e Appropriate travel distance (particularly for younger children)

e Safe and child-friendly facilities

e  Familiarity or prior research by the class teacher

e Cost and Equity

e We are mindful of financial pressures and strive to keep costs affordable. Where
families need support, we encourage open communication with the school principal.
No child will be excluded due to financial difficulty.

e Spending money, if permitted, will be limited and clearly communicated. Younger
students are generally discouraged from bringing money.

Transport Arranements

Transport is booked well in advance with providers who meet required safety standards.
Drivers are briefed on the itinerary and expected to prioritise student safety and wellbeing.
Teachers may intervene if any safety concerns arise during transport.

What to Bring

e  First Aid Kit

e Hand towels

e Plastic bags (for travel sickness)

e Required medication (administered by assigned teacher/SNA)
e Packed lunch and drinks (as needed)

Clothing Guidance

Clothing guidance will be provided in advance by the teacher, including whether uniforms or
casual wear is appropriate.

Safety and Supervision

Student safety is our top priority. Teachers discuss behaviour expectations and venue-
specific rules with students in advance. Children must be supervised at all times, and



particular care is taken around roads, transport, playgrounds, and any activities involving
water or physical risk.

Behaviour

All children are encouraged and expected to participate. Behaviour expectations mirror
those in school.

Emergency Procedures
In the event of a serious incident:

e Emergency services will be contacted immediately

e Parents/guardians will be notified by the school principal

e One staff member will accompany the child to hospital if necessary, while others
care for the group

Parental Involvement

Parents are kept fully informed in advance of the tour, including:

e Venue

e ltinerary

e Travel arrangements
e Costs

e What to bring

Post-Tour Reflection

Teachers debrief with the principal after the tour to review any issues or successes, including
venue quality, transport feedback, and student experiences. This feedback helps improve
future planning.

A Shared Commitment

This policy reflects the collaborative spirit of our school community. Together, students,
parents, SNAs, and staff ensure that school tours are safe, inclusive, and enriching
experiences for all.



Ratification
This policy was reviewed and updated by the Board of Management on May 27" 2025

A
Signed: % Date: May 27", 2025

Chairperson of the Board of Management

Signed: Sernan O Nadd Date: May 27, 2025

Principal



