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Corpus Christi Primary School 
 

History – Plean Scoile 
 

 
Introduction 
 
The original school policy on History was formulated in line with the Revised Curriculum 1999. This 
current review took place in November 2020 to reflect latest best practice in the teaching of History. 
This policy will be implemented with immediate effect. 
 
Rationale 
 
 In Corpus Christi PS. we acknowledge that a sense of history is important in our pupils’ education. 
We recognise that history encompasses two inseparable aspects – the interpretation of what are 
considered to be significant human activities in the past and the process by which these activities are 
selected, investigated and analysed (TG pg 2-3). We understand that the History curriculum provides 
the opportunity for the child to acquire a broad and balanced understanding of local, Irish and 
international history and at the same time, to develop and practise investigation skills. We 
appreciate that this policy will benefit the teaching and learning of History in our school, conform to 
the principles outlined in the primary curriculum and act as a coherent review of the school policy 
for history, in line with the Revised Curriculum 1999. 
 
 
Historical work in the school is based on: 
 

 The interests, background and needs of  
the children.  

 The opportunities provided by the local  
historical environment.  

 The guidelines laid out by the National  
Curriculum     

 The interests, strengths and abilities  
of the staff.  

 
 
Corpus Christi will incorporate the study of home, local, national, large scale and more 
distant historical sites over the course of the child’s school life. 
 
Vision 
 
Corpus Christi PS. is a double stream, co-educational, vertical primary school with 16 
Mainstream classes and two classes for children with autism. Our school is based on the 
following principles: 
• Equality based 
• Child centred 

Map of Limerick circa 1587 
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• Democratically run 
• Co-educational 
 
As a staff, we are committed to the holistic development of all pupils in our care. We strive 
to ensure that all children’s experience of school will be positive, supportive and 
challenging. Through the skills gained and the information learned the children will be 
enabled to reach their full potential so that they, in turn, may play a fulfilling role in their 
community and society in general. We recognise history is an integral part of the 
Curriculum.  We in Corpus Christi PS. endeavour to develop a broad and balanced 
understanding of and interest in history at a family, local, national and international level. 
 
In Corpus Christi P.S. we afford the children enriched learning experiences through creative, 
progressive & innovative approaches in implementing the Primary Curriculum. In planning 
for History, we want to develop our children’s knowledge, skills and positive attitudes about 
places, people and issues. We start local and expand from there to eventually encompass 
the whole world. We strive to enable each child to reach his/her full potential.   We will 
create opportunities for the children to learn, to experience and to understand.  Our 
children will be enabled to acquire historical knowledge and skills and apply them to 
everyday life. For our students, studying history in C.C.P.S. should be an enjoyable, creative 
and stimulating experience.  
 
We will provide real learning experiences in an active, informative enjoyable environment 
that will afford children a dimension of knowledge that may otherwise be inaccessible.  
Through the teaching of history children will develop empathy with others and deeper 
understanding of past and current social, political and economic interaction.  Children will 
become familiar with and learn to appreciate elements the past which have given them and 
the community of Moyross a sense of identity. 
 
The children of Corpus Christi will acquire open critical and responsible attitudes while 
simultaneously practising a wide range of skills and enhancing their knowledge of key 
historical facts and issues. 
 
Aims 
 
We endorse the aims of Social, Environmental and Scientific Education as outlined on Page 4 
of the SESE History Curriculum Statement : 

 to develop an interest in and curiosity about the past  
 to make the child aware of the lives of women, men and children in the past and 

how people and events have had an impact upon each other  
 to develop an understanding of the concepts of change and continuity  
 to provide for the acquisition of concepts and skills associated with sequence, time 

and chronology, appropriate to the developmental stages of the child  
 to allow the child to encounter and use a range of historical evidence systematically 

and critically  
 to provide opportunities for the child to communicate historical findings and 

interpretations in a variety of ways  
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 to foster sensitivity to the impact of conservation and change within local and wider 
environments  

 to help the child recognise and examine the influences of the past on the attitudes 
and behaviour of people today  

 to foster a willingness to explore personal attitudes and values and to promote an 
openness to the possibility of changing one’s own point of view  

 to encourage the child to recognise how past and present actions, events and 
materials may become historically significant  

 to enable the child to acquire a balanced appreciation of cultural and historical 
inheritances from local, national and global contexts. 

 
 
Broad Objectives 
When due account is taken of intrinsic abilities and varying circumstances, the history 
curriculum should enable the child to  

 study a range of people and events in the past in order to develop a balanced 
understanding of family, local, national and world history 

  learn about the people, events, issues and cultural experiences which have helped 
to shape the local community and the environment  

  develop an understanding of chronology, in order to place people, events and topics 
studied in a broad historical sequence  

  acquire some understanding of change and continuity, including an awareness of 
factors which may have caused or prevented change, and come to appreciate that 
events may have a number of causes and outcomes 

 examine and use a range of historical evidence systematically and critically, and 
appreciate the fact that evidence can be interpreted in different ways  

 use imagination and evidence to reconstruct elements of the past  
 communicate historical understanding in a variety of ways, using appropriate 

language and other techniques or media 
 develop an appreciation of the perspectives and motives of people in the past and 

accept that individuals and events should be understood in their historical context 
 be aware that the attitudes and behaviour of people may be influenced by their 

understanding of the past and by their past experiences 
  respect and value a range of opinions and acquire open, questioning attitudes to the 

beliefs, values and motivations of others 
 develop tolerance towards minorities in society and appreciate the contribution of 

various ethnic, cultural, religious and social groups to the evolution of modern 
Ireland 

  develop a sense of personal, local, national, European and wider identities through 
studying the history and cultural inheritance of local and other communities 

 develop a sense of responsibility for, and a willingness to participate in, the 
preservation of heritage. 
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Curriculum Planning 
 
Strands and Strand Units 
Each teacher is familiar with the strands, strand units and content objectives for his/her 
relevant classes. We are aware that infant classes to second class have to cover all strands 
and strand units and content objectives. From third to sixth class there is a menu curriculum 
from which we have chosen strand units. We are aware that we have to carry out two in 
depth studies each year from third class to sixth class level, one local and one 
national/international. Certain strand units are revisited throughout the school and covered 
in depth as the children progress; these strand units are recorded in the teachers’ planning. 
Equal emphasis is given to each strand and strand unit. A full range of objectives will be 
covered during each year. 
 
See Appendix 1. 
 
Skills and Concept Development 
 
Each teacher is aware that the curriculum provides for the development of a growing range 
of historical skills and concepts. Each teacher is aware of the aspects of Working as a 
historian that apply at each class level. Each teacher is aware that the curriculum provides 
for the development of a growing range of historical skills and concepts. Each teacher is 
aware of the aspects of Working as a historian that apply at each class level.  
 
Strategies that we will use in each classroom to develop the History skills include the 
following: 
 

Junior and Senior Infants 
Skills (Pg. 18 History Curriculum Statement) 
 

 Time and Chronology 
 Using Evidence 
 Communication 

Strategies 
 Sequencing activities-Ordering 

objects/pictures; Sequencing of 
artefacts from own personal past; 
sequencing of elements in a story 
etc. 

 Use of timelines 
 Using simple evidence: artefacts from 

own personal past: clothes, toys, 
birthday cards etc; photographs from 
own personal past 

 Allowing children opportunities to 
communicate an awareness of stories 
about the past in a variety of ways: 
listening to and retelling stories, 
drama, art work, ICT. 
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1st Class 
Skills (Pg. 26 History Curriculum Statement) 
 

 Time and Chronology 
 Using Evidence 
 Change and Continuity 
 Cause and Effect 
 Synthesis and Communication  
 Empathy 

Strategies 
 Sequencing activities: placing objects 

or pictures in historical sequence 
 Exploring instances of change and 

continuity in personal life, family and 
immediate local environment: 
looking at features which have 
changed or remained unchanged 

 Through examining the actions of a 
character in a story discuss the 
reasons for change and the effects of 
change. 

 Use of simple historical evidence: 
photographs, objects, memories of 
older people, buildings, stories and 
songs. 

 Allowing children opportunities to 
communicate an awareness of 
stories, people and events from the 
past in a variety of ways: writing, 
drama, ICT etc. 
 

2nd/3rd and 4th Classes 
Skills (Pg. 40 History Curriculum Statement) 
 

 Time and Chronology 
 Change and Continuity 
 Cause and Effect 
 Using Evidence 
 Synthesis and Communication 
 Empathy 
 

Strategies 
 Using timelines for children to record 

information about people and 
events. 

 Examining and using a wider range of 
historical evidence: photographs, 
pictures, objects, memories of older 
people, buildings, stories, songs, 
written sources, films, other media, 
ICT 

 Encouraging children to ask 
questions about a piece of evidence 

 Enabling children to summarise 
information in and make deductions 
from a single source of evidence 

 Providing opportunities for children 
to use evidence and imagination to 
reconstruct elements of the past and 
communicate this understanding in a 
variety of ways 
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5th and 6th Classes 
Skills (Pg. 60 History Curriculum Statement) 
 

 Time and Chronology 
 Change and Continuity 
 Cause and Effect 
 Using Evidence 
 Synthesis and Communication 
 Empathy 
 

Strategies 
 Use of timelines 
 Enable children to use words, 

phrases and conventions associated 
with the recording of dates and time, 
such as BC, AD, Stone Age. Early 
Christian Ireland etc. 

 Allow children to develop some skills 
in the location and selection of 
evidence 

 Encourage children to compare 
accounts of a person or event from 
two different sources 

 Encourage children to use 
imagination and evidence to 
reconstruct the past in a variety of 
ways: oral language, drama, writing, 
art work, modelling, other media, ICT 

 
Teacher Planning/ Preparation and Reporting 
Teachers will plan using the whole school History plan and the curriculum objectives suited 
to each class level.  Strands and strand units will be used to create term schemes of work. 
Strand units and objectives planned will be listed in fortnightly schemes and those achieved 
recorded in the Cuntas Miosúil.  Integration with other subjects will be taken into account 
while planning. 

 Planning for History is done on a long & short term basis.  
 Teachers plan according to year group and share responsibilities amongst 

themselves in advance of lessons.  
 Strands/ Strand Units/ Skills Development and Teaching Methodologies should be 

recorded on the monthly Cuntas Míosúil.  
 

The following headings are necessary when planning for History: 
Long-Term Planning      Short-Term Planning 

 
Strands Strands and Strand Units 
Strand Units Content Objectives 

 How they will be achieved 
Content Objectives Skills Development 

 How they will be achieved 
Skills Development New Vocabulary 
Methodologies Differentiation 

 
Integration/Linked Themes Assessment 

 Teacher Observation/ Teacher Designed 
Tasks and Tests 

 Student Self-Evaluation 
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Children’s Ideas 
In Corpus Christi Primary School, we recognise that the child’s initial ideas must be explored 
if they are to form a starting point for learning. We use the children’s ideas of place and 
space and personal knowledge and experiences as a starting point for all history activities. 
This will help enormously to see what preconceived ideas the child may have. It is also 
useful as an assessment tool at the end of a unit to see if there has been any progression.  
 
Suggested approaches include:  

 Brainstorming + Concept Mapping 
 Questioning + Think, Pair, Share                                                     
 KWL Charts + Before/ After drawings  
 Annotated drawings 
 Talk and discussion  
 History Projects 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Teaching and Learning 
 
In History class teachers strive to: 

 Design activities which help pupils answer the historical questions such as: - Where is 
it?  What was it like? What was life like long ago?  How has the place/town/castle 
changed?  What has happened to it?  How have the Pagans/ St Patrick/St 
Brigid/Vikings/the Normans/the Easter Rising etc. influenced Irish society?  What can 
be done to keep History alive?  How do I feel?  What am I learning? 

 Share with pupils what they are expected to learn and how to learn it. 
 Provide a variety of learning activities that are used regularly including observation, 

enquiry, investigation, games, puzzles and problem-solving. 
 Encourage pupils to critically evaluate information, ideas and different viewpoints. 
 Encourage pupils to describe, explain, predict and evaluate historical timelines, 

patterns, processes and societal and environmental changes. 
 Plan for pupils to make and use timelines, examine historical artefacts,  to research 

through encyclopaedias , old photos and maps, atlases, globes and the internet 
regularly, in order to locate places being studied and make use of models for 
exploration. 

 Provide plenty of opportunity for pupils to work individually, in pairs or groups. 
 Encourage discussion so that pupils clarify their thinking. 
 Provide pupils with regular feedback about their work and about what they need to 

do next in order to improve and further understand. 

Sample History Projects 
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 Use assessment, through teacher observation, correction of pupils’ work and the use 
of focused questions to determine the pupils knowledge and understanding, before, 
during and after units of work. 

 Expect pupils to record their work in a variety of ways, including diagrams, 
illustrations, pictures, letters, posters, annotated drawings and maps, reports, 
accounts and projects.  As appropriate, pupils make oral presentations of their work. 

 
 
Approaches and methodologies 
Depending on the class level the following strategies are used in Corpus Christi PS for 
presenting the History curriculum in the classroom and developing the skills of working as 
an historian: 
 

 Story 
Sequencing activities 

 Drama and role play 
 Oral evidence 
 Documentary evidence      
 Use of timelines 
 History Trails at every class level 
 Examining historical evidence 
 Working with older people to look at life in the past 
 Using artefacts in the classroom – Visits by Docents from the Hunt Museum with 

authentic artefacts 
 Developing a sense of empathy from stories of life in the past 
 Visiting historical buildings 
 Visit to Hunt Museum for various workshops. 
 Communicate findings through a range of media 
 Use of old photographs of peoples and places in Limerick City and County 
 Engage with the local historians  
 Use of ICT in the classroom 
 Use of the environment – We will continue to utilize our history rich local 

environment by developing History Trails at each class level.  
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Linkage and Integration 
 
We acknowledge that linkage and integration are recommended within the SESE curriculum. 
Teachers are aware of opportunities to link with history and integrate with other subjects, 
e.g. Geography and Science, English, Drama, Irish, SPHE, PE, Arts and Crafts.  Individual 
teachers link and integrate topics as they see fit and document this in their schemes. 
 
English – In Corpus Christi PS., we embrace thematic teaching. The History curriculum 
provides opportunities for pupils to apply their language and literacy skills.  In Junior Classes 
(Infants – Second Class) pupils are expected to extend their technical vocabulary, to talk 
about what they see and read and communicate this in different ways.  They are expected 
to look for similarities and differences and engage in finding out answers to questions about 
where and why.  In the Middle and Senior Classes pupils are expected to use technical 
vocabulary in their oral work, reading and writing.  They are expected to use the index of 
atlases in order to locate places.  They apply their writing skills in reports and accounts for 
different audiences.  They read fiction and non-fiction to find out about different places and 
apply their comprehension skills to drawing inferences and locating information which is 
particularly relevant to the work in hand.  They use historical language and write reports, 
recounts and persuasive arguments regarding historical information. 
 
Drama and Creative Arts – History provides an excellent context for cultural dramas, 
improvisations, short plays, social investigations.  We have a strong history of capturing local 
historical events in school plays and dramas directed by our creative arts coordinator. There 
are a myriad of opportunities to use music and art to teach the history curriculum and vice-
versa 
 
ICT –We recognise the many benefits of incorporating ICT into the History classroom. 
Interactive whiteboards and screens are in every classroom and are ideal for the whole-class 
study of maps/ images, the history channel, documentaries. Teachers are advised to also 
make use of in-class computers and iPads when developing lessons. Specific websites we 
recommend for studying History include:  

 Google Maps/ Earth  
 Scoilnet.ie (which includes a free subscription to Britannica Online Encyclopedia)  
 Askaboutireland. 
 Kahoot for creating quizzes 
 Sources of Local History National Archives www.nationalarchives.ie 
  National Museum www.museum.ie  
 National Library of Ireland www.nli.ie  
 Heritage Council www.heritagecouncil.ie  
 An Chomhairle Leabharlanna www.askaboutireland.ie  
 Other Websites Primary Curriculum Support Programme www.pcsp.ie 
  School Development Planning Support www.sdps.ie  
 National Council for Curriculum and Assessment www.ncca.ie 
  ENFO www.enfo.ie  
 TeachNet Ireland www.teachnet.ie  
 Irish National Teachers Organisation www.into.ie 
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ICT is used in various ways to support teaching and motivate children’s learning.  We have 
interactive whiteboards, Chromebooks, iPads and audio-visual equipment.  The internet is 
used judiciously to find information, to expand on research and to enhance the learning 
experience. 
 
SPHE – History contributes significantly to the teaching of social, personal and health 
education.  Firstly, the subject matter lends itself to raising matters of identity, citizenship 
and social welfare e.g. children study the way people lived long ago and how society, 
buildings, towns, culture  are changed for better or for worse.  Secondly, the nature of the 
subject means that children have the opportunity to take part in debates and discussion.  
History in our school promotes the concept of positive identity. 
 
S.E.S.E. – “History is concerned with our interpretations of the actions of people in the past and the 
ways in which men, women and children responded to, and lived through, these events. Exploring the 
lives of people in the past, and especially the causes and effects of their actions, contributes to the 
child’s awareness of human character, motivation, belief and emotion.” Primary School Curriculum 
1999 
 
A key characteristic of learning within SESE programme is the involvement of the child in the active 
exploration and investigation of all of the SESE environments: the Natural, Human, Built and Cultural 
environments 
 
Religious Education –History provides many rich opportunities for spiritual development, 
for example. The study of the lives of our Saints, the history of the early Christian world in 
which our ancestors lived, the Reformation, the influence of the church on our culture, 
school culture  and in the lives of others. 
 
Differentiation 
 
Our History teaching aims to meet the needs of all the children in the school. This will be 
achieved by teachers varying their pace, content and teaching methodologies to ensure 
learning for all pupils. This will be recorded in the teacher's yearly notes. The requirements 
of children with special needs will be taken into account when planning class lessons and 
related activities. The SNA supports particular children and groups as directed by the class 
teacher. Children benefit from participating, watching and listening to other children 
demonstrating and explaining their ideas.   A pupil whose difficulties are severe or complex 
may need to be supported with peer pairing, extra help from the class teacher, or, at times, 
one to one with the Special Education Teacher.  More able pupils will have the opportunity 
to take the research options to a further level, or be given a group leader role with extra 
responsibility.  Teachers will involve all pupils through differentiation. 
 
Teachers are familiar with the NCCA guidelines for teachers of students with General 
Learning Disabilities and those for Children with Exceptional Ability and our Teachers 
support and ensure the participation of children with special needs through: 
 

 Making an effort to create opportunities for hands on practical activities 
 Using a mixture of whole class teaching, group work or paired work,  
 Employing a variety of methodologies in the classroom 
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 Offer a variety of recording methods using assistance of SNA 
 
We endorse the emphasis this curriculum places on the exploration of personal and family 
histories at all levels and are very conscious of the sensitivities some aspects of these topics 
may require.  With careful planning we consider sensitive situations which may arise and 
provide an alternative course e.g. instead of your family tree, study that of another person 
 
Equality of participation and access 
 
We are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to learning.  Each child is 
valued, respected and challenged regardless of ability, race, gender, religion, social 
background, culture or disability. 
 
Assessment and Record Keeping 
 
History Assessment is more than just a checklist of content-based facts. It’s a way of 
thinking that can only be assessed by a teacher’s observation of how the children react to 
different situations. Assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning.  Assessment 
may be based upon teachers’ judgements of pupil attainment and progress.   It is built in to 
the planning of learning experiences and clearly related to the learning outcomes that are 
proposed.  Assessment activities will be wide ranging and matched to the pupils’ ability.  It 
will be differentiated by task or by outcome, through appropriate support and resource 
provision.  Pupils will be encouraged to evaluate their own work as this is a most beneficial 
learning progression. 
 
Teachers should therefore employ a range of assessment techniques, including: 
 

 Teacher observation (pgs 79,80 C.S) 
 Teacher designed tasks and tests (pgs 80,81 C.S) 
 Telling and re-telling of events and stories 
 Oral, written and pictorial accounts and descriptions of sites visited or people 

interviewed 
 Construction of timelines varying from simple episodes in a story, lines to more 

complex lines of historical periods 
 Work cards or activity sheets 
 Trail booklets which help the child to examine the evidence of the past in the 

environment or in an exhibition 
 Maps of historical sites 
 Role play or dramatizing a conversation or event 
 Speculating on the feelings and emotions of others so as to create a spoken or 

written account (integration with English) 
 Model making 
 Drawings 
 Compilation of a book on a particular historical topic or the presentation of project 

work using information and communication technologies 
 Projects completed on historical themes 
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 Interactive, multi-media computer programs which enable children to explore 
historical topics 

 Results of the child’s independent historical research 
 Teacher-designed revision test on a unit of work 

 
Information gained from the assessments is used to guide future learning.  
 
 
Timetable 
 

 The time allocated to teaching of History for infant classes is 45 minutes per week 
and for all other classes, First – Sixth Class one hour per week.  History is a cross 
curricular subject and is integrated with most subjects throughout the day. 

 Teachers do time block on occasions for history e.g. using a thematic approach, 
working on a project, gathering artefacts for a class museum, visits to local historical 
sites. 

 Discretionary curriculum time can be used occasionally for SESE if needed and at the 
discretion of each individual teacher 

 
Resources and ICT 
 
Corpus Christi Primary School uses many resources in our area, school based resources and 
artefacts we have purchased for use in the classroom.  Pupils are facilitated to become 
aware and knowledgeable of the subject area and to explore it in a “hands on” way.  Pupils 
will also discover how to be active reflective citizens, both in school and at home in relation 
to each theme of the History programme.  Individual teachers keep resources including 
reference books, artefacts, maps, photographs and posters in their classrooms which they 
share with fellow teachers as required.  Each classroom and the learning support room has 
full internet access to use many of the recommended websites. 
 
 
 
Health and Safety 
 
In their planning of activities, teachers will anticipate likely safety issues.  They will also 
explain the reasons for safety measures and discuss any implications with the children.  
When undertaking History activities, children will always be encouraged to consider safety 
for themselves, others and the environment and the resources they use. (See health and 
safety policy). During fieldwork, teachers should be aware of the safety implications of any 
work being undertaken and children should be encouraged to observe safety procedures 
during all tasks.  
 
Staff Development 
 
The History curriculum is implemented by the individual class teachers.  There is frequent 
co-operation and sharing of ideas, approaches, methodologies and resources amongst the 
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staff.  Teachers are informed via the staff Aladdin System and local Education centre of any 
upcoming professional development courses in History. 
 
 
Parental involvement/community links 
 
We encourage parental involvement in the formation of our school policies.  Draft policies 
are provided to the Parent’s Association so parents are given the opportunity to contribute.  
The Board of Management and the Parents Association are given draft copies of our policies 
and plans and bring them to the attention of the wider community.  We encourage parental 
involvement particularly when a parent has a skill or interest they wish to share.  Parents 
help with other aspects of the History curriculum when they are asked to do so.  
Occasionally thematic projects and events are facilitated within the school.  Also on 
occasion members of the community come to the school to share their knowledge and 
support the school’s history programme. 
 
Success Criteria 
 
We will use the following criteria to assess the success of this plan: 
 
How will we know the plan is implemented? 

 Our yearly and classroom planning is based on the Whole School Plan.   
 There is a balance between skills and content. 

How has the plan achieved its aims? 
 Evidence that pupils are engaging in studies at an age-appropriate level. 
 Inspectors’ report and suggestions 
 Teacher and Parent feedback 
 Children’s feedback 

Has the plan prompted the key considerations when implemented the geography 
programme? 

 Integrated themes are being developed, on occasion, across the school, using a 
whole school approach. 

 That the curriculum is spiral and developmental in its structure. 
 Classes are engaged in outdoor observation and trails of the local environment. 
 Procedures outlined in this plan are consistently followed throughout the school. 
 Development of geographical skills throughout the classes. 

 
Implementation 
 
Roles and Responsibilities 
All the teachers are responsible for the implementation of the History curriculum in their 
own classrooms.  Teachers will be encouraged to present feedback during reviews of History 
whole school plan.  The plan will be monitored on an ongoing basis by all staff. 
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Timeframe, Monitoring and Review 
 
This plan has been reviewed in November 2020 where updates and revisions were made as 
necessary.  All staff were involved in the review of this policy.  Parents’ representatives on 
the Parents’ Association and the Board of Management will be involved in its continued 
development and review. All staff will be involved in monitoring this Whole School Plan.  A 
further review will take place during the school year of 2022/2023. 
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Appendix 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior and Senior infants 

Class Myself and My Family Story 
Junior Infants  Introducing Myself – My 

first steps, first day of 
school etc.  

 My Birthday – marking 
dates on a calendar 

 Changes in Growth – baby 
to now 

 Babies and their needs 
 Clothes from infancy to 

present 
 Old and new Toys 
 My Family 
 

 Sequencing – nursery 
rhymes/stories 

 St. Patrick 
 

Senior Infants  Special Days in my life 
 My Family Tree 
 Roles and Responsibilities 

in the home 
 Work of People in my Area 
 Weather conditions and 

Appropriate Clothes 
 Work of people in the 

school 
 Homes in Moyross 
 

 Town Mouse and Country  
Mouse 

 The Snowman 
 Stories from Children 

around the World 
 St. Bridget 
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1st and 2nd Class 
Strands Myself and my Family Story Change and Continuity 

Strand Units  Myself 
 My Family 
 When my 

grandparents were 
Young 

 Games in the Past 
 Feasts and Festivals 

in the Past 

 Stories  Continuity and 
Change in the 
Local 
Environment 

1st  Personal Time Lines 
 Historical Personal 

Evidence 
 Things I can do now 
 Record Family 

events 
 Clothes/Food when 

my grandparents 
were Young 

 Games from the 
Past 

 

 The Lion and the 
Mouse 

 Fionn 
MacCumhaill 

 The Children of 
Lir 

 Tír na nÓg 

 Old Photographs 
 Local Trail 

2nd  School Days 
 Houses – thatched 

cottages etc. 
 Interviewing an 

Older Person 
 Old Artefacts 
 Games, Songs and 

Rhymes from the 
Past 
 

 Neil Armstrong 
 The Titanic 
 Daedalus and 

Icarus 
 The Salmon of 

Knowledge 
 Cú Chulainn – 

How he got his 
name 

 How school has 
changed over 
time 

 Homes in the 
local 
environment/ 
factories, streets, 
churches, King 
John’s Castle/ 
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3rd and 4th Class 
Strand Local 

Studies 
Story Early People 

and ancient 
societies 

Life, 
Society,Work 
and Culture 
in the Past 

Continuity and 
Change over  
Time 

Strand 
Units 

 My 
Family 

 Homes 
 My 

School 
 Games 

and 
Pastim
es in 
the 
past 

 Stories from 
the lives of 
people in the 
past –. 

 Myths and 
Legends 

 The 
Egyptians 

 Australasian 
People  

 Romans 
 Celts 

 Life in 19th 
Century 
Ireland  

 Life in 
Norman 
Ireland  

 Life during 
WW2 

 Life in 
Ireland 
since the 
1950s 

 Communications  
 Caring for the 

Sick  
 Food and 

Farming 
 Schools and 

Education 

3rd  My 
story so 
far 

 Visit to 
Bunratt
y to 
view 
old 
houses 

 St. Brendan,  
 Anne Frank 
 Christopher 

Columbus 
 Ghandi 
 Helen of 

Troy 
 Setanta 

 Egyptians 
 Maori 

 World 
War 2 

 The 
Normans 

 History of 
Writing 

 Milestones of 
Medicine 

4th  Phases 
of 
School 
buildin
g/ Old 
roll 
Books 
etc. 

 Games 
in the 
Past 

 Gráinne 
Mhaol 

 Joan of Arc 
 Louis Braille 
 Romulus and 

Remus 
 Cú Chulainn 

and Ferdia 

 The Romans 
 The Celts 

 

 The 
Famine 

 Modern 
Ireland  

 Schools in the 
Past 

 Farming 
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5th and 6th Classes 

Strand Local Studies Story Early People 
and ancient 
societies 

Life, 
Society,Work 
and Culture in 
the Past 

Eras of 
Change and 
Conflict 

Politics, 
Conflict 
and Society 

Continuity 
and Change 
over  
Time 

Strand 
Units 

-Buildings, 
sites or ruins 
in my locality 
-My Family 

-Stories from 
the lives of 
people in the 
past 
-Myths and 
Legends 

-The Greeks 
-North 
American 
Peoples 
-South 
American 
People 
-Australasian 
People 

-Life during 
WW2 
-Language 
and Culture in 
19th and early 
20th Century 
Ireland 

-Traders, 
,Explorers 
and 
Colonisers 
from 
Europe 
-The Great 
Famine 
-World War 
1 
-Changing 
roles of 
women in 
the 19th and 
20th 
Centuries 

-16th and 
17th 
Century 
Ireland 
-O’ Connell 
and 
Catholic 
Emancipati
on 
-1916 and 
the 
Foundation 
of the State 
-Northern 
Ireland 
-Revolution 
and change 
in America, 
France and 
Ireland 

-Food and 
Farming 
-Transport 
-Schools 
and 
Education 
- Energy 
and Power 

5th -King John’s 
Caste 
-My Family 
name - Crest 

-Alexander 
the Great 
-Tom Crean 
-Marie Curie 
-Nelson 
Mandela 
-Amelia 
Earhart 
-Daniel 
O’Connell 
-King Midas 
-The Fianna 

-The Greeks 
-Native 
Americans 

-World War II 
-The Gaelic 
Revival 

-Columbus 
-Magellan 
-Marco Polo 
-The Famine 

-The 
Plantations 
-Gaelic 
Revival 

-Food and 
Farming 
-Flight 

6th - The building 
of Moyross 
estate from 
the 5 parks 
through to 
Regeneration 
 

-Cogadh and 
dá rí 
-Patrick 
Sarsfield 
-The sieges of 
limerick 
-Martin 
Luther king 
-Dadelous and 
Icarus 
-Aesop’s 
Fables 
-Grimm’s 
Fairy Tales 
 

-The Mayans 
-Aboriginal 
People 

- Foundation 
of GAA 
-Decline of 
Irish language 
-Migration 
from the 
countryside to 
towns 

-World War 
1 
- Famous 
Women in 
History 
 

-1916 and 
the 
Foundation 
of the State 
-Northern 
Ireland 
- The 
American 
War of 
Independe
nce 

-Schools 
and 
Education 
-Energy and 
Power 

 
 
 
 
 
 


